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The photograph on the front 
cover of Duntreath Castle 
was taken by Eric Taylor.

Jenny Maskill

Villagers were saddened to learn of 
the death in February of Fiorino 
Pallisco at his home in Kirkhouse 

Avenue.
Fiorino came to Scotland from his 

native Italy over fifty years ago. He lived 
for many years in Kirkintilloch but settled 
permanently in Blanefield six years ago 
following his marriage to Morag.

A ceramic tiler to trade, Fiorino’s 
speciality lay in artisan mosaic work. His 
employment with the Glasgow company 
A DeCecco took him all over not only the 
UK but also the world to carry out tiling 
and mosaic commissions on many of the 
world’s most famous ships, the QE2 among 
them. In the words of his boss, ‘Fiorino’s 
passport contained more stamps than Alan 
Whicker’s!’

Closer to home Fiorino created many 
mosaic works in and around the Glasgow 
area in both private and public buildings. 
The murals on one of the exterior walls 
of the old Govan shipyard are his work, 

as is the one 
just inside the 
Hope Street 
entrance to 
Central Station 
(see page 16). 
Even closer 
to home, and 
surely familiar 
to all the Blane 
r e a d e r s h i p , 
is the mosaic 
floor of the 
bandstand in the walled garden at Mugdock 
Country Park.

Fiorino loved Scotland and considered 
it his home but he remained a true Italian in 
his other passions: food, cycling, Ferraris 
and his beloved garden. His home-made 
wine made from grapes specially imported 
every year from Italy will be greatly missed 
by friends and neighbours.

Our thoughts are very much with his 
wife Morag at this sad time.

Fiorino Pallisco

The next issue will be in 
September. The deadline for 
articles is 20 August.

Garry Nimmo, Press Office

The Stirling Smith 
has been given 
the unique 

opportunity to be the 
sole Scottish Venue 
for an exhibition of the 
works of Leonardo da 
Vinci celebrating the 
60th Birthday of the Prince 
of Wales.

Ten of the Royal Collection’s finest 
drawings by the Renaissance master 
Leonardo da Vinci will travel to museums 
and galleries across the United Kingdom 
in 2008-9.  The exhibition, which will be 
supported by the Friends of the Smith, will 
visit The Stirling Smith Art Gallery and 
Museum in Stirling from 8 August to 2 
November 2008.

The Stirling Smith, Chairman of the 
Trustees, Cllr Colin O’Brien said: “Clearly, 
this is a very special opportunity for our 
Art Gallery and Museum and one which 
we plan to seize enthusiastically.  However, 
this will be an expensive project – the 
additional security required is a huge cost 
in itself – and we are looking for financial 
assistance.

“The Smith hopes for the support of 
the Stirling business community and the 
public to make this exhibition happen.  
We need widespread financial aid, of any 
amount and at least one major sponsor for 
this very special exhibition.  This could 
also provide an opportunity for businesses 
to be more involved with the Stirling Smith 
on a regular basis.”

For more information please contact Dr 
Elspeth King on 01786 471917 museum@
smithartgallery.demon.co.uk or Cllr Colin 
O’Brien on 01786 442260 obrienc@stirling.
gov.uk.

leonardo 
comes to 
stirling
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Alastair Smith has been out and about 
with his camera, creeping through gardens 
and climbing over walls, taking pictures of 
bridges. We have them scattered throughout 
the newsletter to test your knowledge of 
your village. See how many you can guess 
correctly. The answers are on page 17. 

This is an easy one; if you don’t know 
where it is, it’s time you took a walk 
about the village.

Malcolm Kincaid was a well-
known figure about the village 
for many years until he was 

hospitalised in November 2004. He 
had to have both his legs amputated 
and, when he had recovered, he 
was transferred to Erskine Hospital 
where he died on 2 March of this 
year after enjoying three years at 
Erskine. Malcolm was a gregarious 
and interesting man, always ready to 
have a chat about any subject as he met 
friends, neighbours and acquaintances 
in the street or the pub.

Born on 4th October 1913 in 
Hampden Street Maryhill, he went 
to primary school in Dunard Street 
followed by secondary school at North 
Kelvinside. He learned his trade as a 
process engraver with his Grandfather, 
who had his own business. When the 
business was sold he went to work for the 
Daily Express where he met his wife, Helen, 
who was a fashion artist there. They were 
married in September 1939 and moved to 
Strathblane, staying in the Black Lawn; but 
they only had a short spell together has he 
was called up to the Royal Navy, where he 
became a Leading Seaman and received 
a commendation for averting an incident 
which would have caused serious damage. 
He was on aircraft carriers, and also on 
ships escorting convoys to Russia. He was 
demobbed in 1945.  

He and Helen had two daughters, 
Kristin, born in August 1940 and Anna in 
1945.  They moved to the prefabs in Park 
Place, and then to Dumbrock Crescent. 
They were both involved in a car crash and 
Malcolm, according to his daughter Anna, 
was a great carer, looking after Helen nearly 

all of the time on his own for nine years, 
until she had to be moved to Bannockburn 
Hospital after a stroke.

Prior to the war Malcolm went to Spain 
during the Spanish Civil War with his 
friend McCartney. His sister Jean says that 
they were in Spain to rescue McCartney’s 
brother who was injured. This they did and 
brought him home over the Dolomites into 
France, then home.

Malcolm enjoyed walking, fishing, 
gardening and going to the pub and 
chatting to people. He is survived by his 
two daughters and their families, and 
sisters, Tilly and Jean. 

We are grateful to Anna for providing 
the information about her father.

Malcolm Kincaid, right, at Erskine Hospital

malcolm kincaid

There is a growing practice of parking 
cars on grass verges. This causes a lot 
of damage and makes it difficult for the 
Council to cut the grass. It also looks 
very unsightly. Why not park on the 
road? It slows the traffic and the roads 
are wide enough for vehicles to pass 
safely. Parking on the pavement causes 
problems for buggies, and wheelchairs.
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Joanna Lynch

As promised, Scottish Power returned 
to the Community Council meeting 
at the beginning of May.

I had already heard from Bruce 
Crawford, MSP, in March, with 
a copy of a letter from Scottish 
Power’s Customer and Performance 
Director. This laid out proposals and 
future plans for the local network, 
but I was longing to know what the 
community would be told face-to-
face!

David Climie, Scottish Power 
representative, informed us that, firstly, the 
feeding of electricity to the village has been 
altered: 250 of the 350 affected properties 
have been added to the right hand circuit, 
which is underground – now if our lights 
go out it will be with the rest of the village! 
An overhead wire still exists at the end of 
the circuit, which could be problematic.

The two spur lines on the left circuit, 
from Craigdhu, are still to be refurbished, 
around September 2008. This should 
improve supply for the 100 remaining 
properties.

Approximately 80% of the proposed 

tree cutting has been done. Five remaining 
sites are unlikely to be tackled in the next 
six months as landowners have yet to agree 
to tree cutting.

Some outages (times when power will 
be off to allow for work to be done) are still 

to be carried out. Customers should 
be notified in advance of these 
occasions.

Network controllable points – six 
in all – should be completed by the 
time you read this. These allow for 

supply to be restored quickly through 
remote switching actions.
Lastly, a new substation is planned for 

the northern end of the village (on an old 
site in the field opposite Blanefield Posting 
House) and this is planned for October. 
This will help to secure the network for the 
village.

I was really encouraged by this 
feedback and congratulate everyone who 
took the time and effort to write to the 
politicians - who acted swiftly on behalf 
of their constituents. Scottish Power sat up 
and took notice and, at the first hint of a call 
from Blanefield, they are now fully alerted! 
They will return to the Community Council 
on 3 November with a further update.

Power to the PeoPle

“We have a 30 year window of 
opportunity for the development of new 
renewable energy before the oil runs 
out.”

These were the stark words issued 
by the exploration Director of one of the 
world’s leading oil companies, and words 
with which Blair Armstrong introduced his 
seminar to the Strathblane Carbon Neutral 
Group.

Blair, an energy expert, recently retired 
as sectoral Head of Power Generation 
and Renewable Energy with an economic 
development agency, and for five years, 
during that time, served as an advisor to 
the Westminster Government within the 
REAC Committee (Renewable Energy 
Advisory Committee) planning the early 
stages of the introduction and development 
of renewable energy in the UK.

Blair’s lecture spelt out, in clear terms, 
the dangers of the potential energy gap 
facing Scotland which could be brought 
about by the failure to confront and develop 
our nuclear option and also, at the same 
time failure to approve some wind farm 
projects – the most recent of which is the 
Lewis Wind farm project in the Western 
Isles. 

Such muddled thinking will bring 
about power black outs which would be 
unacceptable in our modern civilized 
society. An illustration of this comes from 
South Africa where Blair has had some 
professional involvement working with the 
power generating  companies there. 

Eskom, the highly respected power 
company in South Africa ignored warnings 
and failed, over the last five years, to rise 
to the challenge to prepare for and plan the 
upgrade of their generating capacity to take 
account  of the  power requirements for that 
large country and as a result there are now 
significant power “outages” in Cape Town 
and Johannesburg. 

This situation would be unthinkable in 
the UK, however such is a possibility if we 
don’t grasp the challenge that is in front 
of us with regard to the provision of our 
energy in the future  

Blair concluded with the appeal that 
we should not leave this urgent matter to 
the politicians solely. Power generation is a 
matter that affects all of us and we should 
therefore play an active role in trying to 
understand how and where we get our 
electrical energy from and how we might 
continue getting this in the future.

at last, action on 
Power cuts

our Future energy 
suPPlies

Local girl Karen 
Wright would 
like to thank 

everyone who helped 
her to reach the total 
she needed to fund 
her volunteer working 
project in Ghana, 
West Africa. Karen 
flew from Glasgow on 
Sunday, 18th May and 
travelled via Amsterdam to Ghana. She is 
currently working in Koforidua Regional 
Hospital, along with two fellow Glasgow 
Caledonian University Physiotherapy 
students. All three girls are staying with the 
same family.

Koforidua is the capital of the eastern 
region of Ghana. It has lots of tourist 
attractions: stores, banks, a post office, 
internet cafes and petty traders. The 
climate is cool and manageable because of 
the topography (hilly). From Koforidua you 
can visit the Boti waterfall, Kumasi (the 
garden city), and other interesting places. 

Karen has been in regular contact 
with her parents and described her initial 
experiences as ‘different, but enjoyable’. 
She says the locals are all very friendly 
and made her feel very welcome. This is 
the rainy season in Ghana and there was a 
monsoon when the girls arrived! However, 
the rain doesn’t last for long and the climate 
is pleasant.

Karen will give more details of her trip 
in the next issue of The Blane.

thank you 
to all my 
sPonsors

we welcome comments on 
anything that appears in the 
newsletter. Please write to 
the editor, mike Fischbacher 
at:
4, southview road
strathblane g63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716

to contact stirling council, 
phone 0845 277 7000
email: info@stirling.gov.uk

v v v v v
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Mary Brailey

The Carbon Neutral Group is trying 
to find out as much as it can about 
different sources of energy and power. 

Over the rest of the year we are hoping to 
arrange a series of events that other people 
can join in too.

Following a showing of the film A Crude 
Awakening – with a discussion afterwards 
– at Mugdock on 9 June, we are planning 
to hold an evening of debate, started off by 
energy expert Blair Armstrong (see article 
in col. 3 on this page), on September 17. A 
day event with demonstrations of different 
ways of generating energy will follow on 25 
October, leading up to a ‘power-down day’ 
where we try to see how we would manage 
with reduced – or even no – power.

Details will appear in due course on 
the Carbon Neutral Group’s web page on 
www.strathblanefield.org.uk, where you 
can also find the dates and minutes of 
group meetings.

getting uP to 
sPeed on energy
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PC Paul Barr

GArdeN SeCuriTy – A visit 
to any garden centre shows that 
people are spending more and 

more money on making their gardens 
attractive places to spend time. Criminals 
know this as well and also know that 
stealing property from gardens and 
outbuildings can be easier for them due to 
lax security on the part of householders. 
One of the biggest problems is that of thefts 
from sheds and garages. Many people get 
into the habit of storing valuable items in 
sheds. Items such as golf clubs, fishing rods 
etc should be stored within the house if 
possible. Other security measures include:

Fitting and using good quality locks • 
and hasps on shed doors.

Consider reinforcing or replacing • 
perspex windows on sheds and use a net 
curtain on the inside to prevent a thief 
from looking in.

Use a bicycle lock to loop through a • 
number of garden tools to prevent them 
from being carried off. 

Consider the use of a shed alarm. These • 
are relatively inexpensive. 

Consideration should also be given to 
the security of garden furniture and large 

ornamental items. These items should be 
marked with your postcode in a concealed 
place to aid identification should they be 
stolen.

Please do not leave tools or ladders 
lying around the garden. These can be used 
by thieves to assist them.

ZeBrA CrOSSiNG – I have heard 
that a number of incidents have taken place 
at the zebra crossing on 
Glasgow Road recently 
whereby vehicles 
have failed to stop 
whilst persons are 
using the crossing. 
These incidents 
were not reported 
to the police and 
I have only heard of these incidents third 
hand. It is important that any incidents 
of this nature are reported. The police 
would require details of the vehicle and 
registration number if possible as this will 
assist in tracing the offenders. 

HOuSe SeCuriTy – Warmer 
nights during summertime normally lead 
to many folks leaving a window open at 
night to assist in ventilation. Criminals can 
take advantage of this and can enter houses 
via open windows. I would recommend 
ensuring that all external doors are locked 
at night, along with ground floor windows. 

Higher windows can be left slightly open 
but the use of a locking device to prevent 
it from being opened any further should be 
considered. 

TeST PurCHASiNG Of 
ALCOHOL – The consumption of alcohol 
by under age persons is a major factor in 
disorder and vandalism offences within 
our communities. As part of the fight 
against this behaviour the police are now 
deploying young persons of 16 & 17 years 
of age to act as test purchasers in relation 

to off-sales premises. These persons 
are vetted and trained before being 
deployed under strict guidelines. 
A test purchase was carried out in 

recent months in the local area and 
I am pleased to say that the sale of 
alcohol was declined. I am always 
keen to receive information in 
relation to the source of alcohol 

obtained by under age persons and any 
information received would be acted upon.

reCruiTMeNT – Central Scotland 
Police are currently recruiting police 
officers. Further information regarding 
this process can be found at www.
centralscotland.police.uk/careers/ if any 
readers are keen to pursue a career in the 
police service. 

If any person wishes further information 
I can be contacted on 01360 770224 or via 
the force website at www.centralscotland.
police.uk/localpolicing/stirling_dunblane_
blanefield.php

View From the Police oFFice
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Bob flashman

During a recent social evening with 
my good friend John Watson I 
mentioned to him how his providing 

of the quality paper for The Blane was 
sincerely appreciated. Naturally the 
conversation turned to our much loved 
local publication and with a 
caveat for a failing memory 
John wandered down a not-
so-recent past involving his 
treasured involvement with 
the villages of Blanefield and 
Strathblane.

John reckoned he printed 
volume one, then known 
as The Blane Valley News, 
around 1974 when he was 
a carefree bachelor and 
staying at Southburn Road. 
He felt there was a gap in 
the market as The Milngavie 
and Bearsden Herald did not 
carry a country section and 
village residents were keen 
to read about local news and views. Don’t 
hold John to this but he thinks the first 
edition was a 2 colour, sixteen-page, A4 
format printed by Watson’s but distributed 
by the Scouts as well as being available 
from Morag in the library. The copy was 
put together by John’s next door neighbour 
whose name is lost sadly either due to 
ravages of time or by now the effect of the 
second Guinness. Someone in the village 
may still have an original copy (see below). 
Then, as now, local suppliers were very 
supportive taking up advertising space and 
there was a stimulating letters page which 
even acted as a forum for contentious issues 
at the time. It was in effect a ‘noticeboard’ 

don’t throw it away
for what was going on in and around the 
village.

Apparently there was never any shortage 
of articles and those wishing to contribute. 
The Blane Valley News ran for several years 
but eventually The Milngavie and Bearsden 
Herald woke up to the progress being made 
locally and introduced a country section 

which covered the parish of 
Strathblane as well as Balfron 
and Drymen. Added to that 
everyone involved in the 
publication was beginning 
to find the whole process 
somewhat time-consuming 
and tiring including the 
scouts and even John himself 
who was still trying to print 
it at little or no cost to the 
community.

If only John had kept 
going he might have been a 
press baron by now instead of 
which he has to make do by 
running a highly successful 
print company with a staff of 

nearly 80 and a turnover of several million 
pounds. John Watson and Company Limited 
is one of the leaders in its field especially in 
drinks label production where its expertise 
is industry leading. On the 9th May Sir Tom 
Hunter agreed to officially start their latest 
Heidelberg label and tube wrap printing 

John Watson is offering a bottle of 
Chivas regal 18 year-old Special 
reserve to any resident who can 

provide a copy of the original vol. 1 
of The Blane Valley News published 

around 1974.

press; part of a recent multi-million-pound 
investment. For all his success and that he 
no longer lives in the village John retains 
strong links with the area hence his valued 
support of The Blane. He is so keen to have 
a copy of the original volume one of The 
Blane Valley News he is happy to put up a 
bottle of Chivas Regal 18-year-old special 
Reserve as a prize to any resident that can 
provide a copy.

            
Murray O’donnell

In the last edition of 
the Blane I asked 
if any one could help 

to locate someone called 
Maureen. The only clue was that at one 
point she stayed at Duntreath.

The executor of an estate was trying 
to find her, in order to pass on some items 
belonging to a man who had died in 
England. A phone call from a local lady put 
me on the right track, and the items were 
passed on to Maureen.

maureen 
Found
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The Blane 
V a l l e y 
Burns Club 

AGM was held on 
18th April 2008 
at Strathblane 
Country House. 
Gordon Posnett was 
elected President 
and presented an 
inscribed quaich 
to outgoing 
President, John 
Donohoe. Re-
elected were Alastair Smith as Secretary 
and Michael O’Neill as Treasurer. The 
rest of the committee were re-elected 
unopposed and were joined by a new 
committee member, James Macgillivray.

As usual, we took Primary 6 pupils 
from Strathblane Primary School to the 
Burns Experience in Alloway on Friday 
30th May.   This was, again as usual, a great 
success and something that is appreciated 
by the pupils and the school.

We are running a bus from the village 

Blane Valley Burns cluB
to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo on 
Saturday 16th August 2008. The cost is 
£35 per member and £40 per non member. 
The bus will leave the village at 6.30pm 
for the 10.30pm show, and will return to 
the village around 1.00am the following 
morning. It is hoped that we can organise 
dinner in Edinburgh prior to the Tattoo at 
an additional cost. After members have 
their tickets, tickets for non members can 
be obtained from Gordon Posnett.

Our Annual Burns Supper will be held 
in the Edmonstone Hall, Blanefield on 
Saturday 24th January 2009. Details will 
be given nearer the time.

At the last committee meeting we 
agreed to continue sponsorship of The 
Blane.

The Blane would like to thank the 
Burns Club for their continued 
support for the newsletter. It is 
greatly appreciated.

Mike Menzies

The Classic Car 
Tour sponsored by 
The NFU Mutual, 

Stirling took place on 
Sunday 13th April. Sixty 
five cars started off from 
Culcruech Castle, Fintry 

in beautiful sunshine and followed a route 
through the Trossachs and Perthshire 
countryside. There were stops at Loch 
Venechar for coffee and Crieff Hydro for 
lunch.

An  AC Cobra (see photograph) driven 
by Barry Wood a member of East Kilbride 
Rotary Club won the best car category. 
This 1966 example was one of the last 
true examples built at the Thames Ditton 
factory.

George Wills from Govan Rotary Club 
driving an Aston Martin DB7 convertible 
raised the most amount of sponsorship and 
won that category.

Jim Bisset accompanied by his 
wife Audrey won the Spirit of the Tour 
category.

Duncan Laing, driving a pristine 1929 
MG Midget, won the oldest car category 
having completed the 120 tour effortlessly.

There was a tremendous collection of 
cars including a Jaguar E type roadster, a 
Bristol 401, a bevy of original Audi quattros 
and a local Citroen 2CV Charleston entered 
by Kathleen Taylor and driven by Robin 
Taylor with his son Colin as navigator.

Monies raised were going towards 
Maggies who run the Cancer Care Centres 

and Rotary’s own charity Polio 
Plus with the Bill Gates Foundation 
boosting the Polio Plus contribution 
by 10%.

Joe Norman of Strathendrick 
Rotary who masterminded the 
event was delighted with the 
response and thanked the sponsors, 
competitors and helpers who made 
the day such a success.

SPeAker HiGHLiGHTS
Rotary have many interesting 

speakers and recently had the 
privilege of hearing Brigadier Ian 
Gardiner talk of his experiences 
in the Dhofar War accompanied 
by a powerpoint presentation 
showing the difficult terrain, the 
stunning landscapes  and old buildings 
which have scarcely changed since Old 
Testament Times. Ian was born in Ayrshire 
and educated at Fettes College. He was 
commissioned into the Royal Marines in 
1968 and commanded a Royal Marines 
rifle company in the Falkland War. He also 
had tours in Northern Ireland, has been an 
equerry to HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
and finally, Secretary to the NATO 
Military Committee in Brussels where he 
was involved in the strategic direction of 
the Kosovo conflict.

He graduated from the Army Staff 
College and taught at the Royal Naval 
College of Defence Studies. He left the 
Marines in 2001 as a Brigadier and is 
now a keynote speaker in leadership and 
decision-making.

Ian has published a book entitled “In 
Service of The Sultan”, a firsthand account 
of the Dhofar insurgency.

This is just one example of the many 
excellent speakers who come and speak to 
our club on a wide range of subjects.

rOTAry BridGe NiGHT
Rotary recently held a very successful 

Bridge Night at the Village Hall in Killearn,  
jointly with The Inner Wheel Club. All 
proceeds raised were donated to McMillan 
Cancer Care.

The Club meets every Monday evening - 
6.30 for 7.00 in the Black Bull in Killearn. 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about the Rotary Club of Strathendrick, 
please contact Robin Taylor on 770207.

car tour sunday 13th aPril

AC Cobra driven by Barry Wood of East Kilbride 
Rotary Club, winner of the best car category.

strathendrick rotary cluB

This is another easy one - shame on you if 
you don’t know this bridge!
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STrATHeNdriCk PiPe BANd

Do you have a budding 
piper or drummer in 

your family?  Would you 
like to play in a pipe band?

Our local Pipe Band is 
seeking new recruits for 
both piping and drumming. 
Anyone from the age of 9 
(boys and girls)  would be 
made most welcome.  Tuition 
is given by experienced 
Pipers and Drummers.    

The band meets at the Edmonstone 
Hall on Mondays and Thursdays.  For 
more information please contact David 
Brown at 771065.

The final round of the core paths 
consultation is now taking place. 
There are a few changes following 

on from the previous round and a copy 
of the revised document is in the library 
along with a form for comments and 
final objections. The deadline for these is 
Monday 14th July 2008.
 As this is the final round of public 
consultation any formal objections will 
be subject to Public Inquiry to which 
the objector will be required to make 
representation.

core Paths
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eleanor friel

I mentioned previously that I would pass 
on any further knowledge I gleaned 
about how the complicated system 

of selecting candidates for the American 
Presidential election works.  Well, ….sorry, 
but I have lost the will to live trying to 
make some sense of it all! What with two 
Democratic candidates about ready to 
climb into a wrestling ring to decide who 
gets the nomination and suggestions that 
the government give the people a holiday 
from paying gas tax for the summer months 
(now $3.94 a gallon - nearly two pounds 
sterling) it has all become too ridiculous. 
So try the internet and Google… if that is 
your thing!

When Eddie and I moved here in 
October 2006 our youngest son Eoin moved 
to Toronto where he decided to improve his 
skills by taking a course in advertising at 
Sheridan College in Oakville, Ontario. He 
has just completed the course and graduates 
from the college in June. He has enjoyed 
his time there and made many friends and 
learned a lot about the Canadian lifestyle.  

One unexpected event happened in 
February this year when Eddie and I were 
about to travel back to Glasgow for 10 days.  

We were en route to Toronto 
airport by cab when our eldest 
son, Edward, called us and told 
us that he had just received an 
email from Eoin saying there 
was an ‘incident’ in progress at 
Sheridan College and they were 
in a ‘lock down’ situation.  

Eoin was barricaded in the 
computer laboratory and was 
able to send Edward two short 
e-mails to tell us about the 
situation and advise us that he 
was safe. No other news was 
available from the college and we could not 
contact him. They had been told that a man 
carrying a rifle was seen in the grounds of 
the college. An announcement was made 
over the tannoy system to tell the students 
to stay in their rooms and to barricade the 
doors with desks and tables. Eoin’s group 
was held there for three and a half hours 
not knowing what was happening. He said 
the girls in the group were very upset and 
were crying. The boys tried to console 
them by telling them it was probably a 
hoax although they  could see SWAT teams 
in full body armour outside the building. 
Meanwhile we were travelling in the taxi 
en route to Toronto airport desperately 

letter From america

Eoin Friel on Niagara River

trying to find out what was happening.

The taxi driver had his radio on and 
the Canadian news station announced 
that Sheridan College was in ‘lock down’ 
and nothing was known about the reasons 
for it. The journey seemed interminable 
until finally we had a call from Eoin to 
say he was back at home and it had been 
a false alarm. The gunman turned out to 
be someone carrying a camera tripod. 
The alarm may have been false but, as any 
parent will attest, the anxiety was real.

Now we are taking ourselves off for a 
bite out of the ‘Big Apple’ to celebrate our 
40th wedding anniversary in Manhattan!

SHOOTer CLOSeS uNiverSiTy

Visit the Community Website @
WWW.strathblanefield.org.uk

rev. elizabeth Sutherland

23 March-2nd April 2009 
THe HOLy LANd

Modern day travellers to the Holy Land 
join an ancient tradition stretching back 
2000 years. It is a thrill to walk where Jesus 
walked; to see the place where He was born; 
where He grew up; where miracles were 
performed; where He died, was buried and 
appeared to His disciples.

There are also important locations from 
Old Testament times. We stay in Jerusalem 
in a hotel overlooking the city walls. In 
Tiberias we explore Galilee from a hotel on 
the shores of the Lake. Food is delicious! 
We are there late March before the heat of 
summer... an ideal time to travel.

21-28 June and 13-20 Sept 2010 
OBerAMMerGAu 

The history of the Oberammergau 
Passion Play dates back to 1633. After 
suffering from the bubonic plague, the 
people of the town took a vow to perform 
the Play - of the suffering, dying and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ - every 
ten years if they were spared. Miraculously 
from that point on they all survived, and, 
true to their promise, they held the first 
performance in 1634. It is quite unique, and 
an event you should not miss.

In June we will be staying for 5 
nights in Niederreiter Hotel, Maria Alm. 
In September we stay for the 5 nights in 
Azlerhof Hotel in the Tyrol.

If you are interested in any of these 
trips please contact me at: 20 Kirkland 
Ave., Blanefield G63 9BZ Tel. 770 154.

Pilgrimages
Patsy fischbacher

Mike Russell, MSP and Minister 
for Environment, is conducting 
a review of the boundaries of 

the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National 
Park.

During the original consultation 
Strathblane and Balfron Community 
Councils put forward a case for the inclusion 
of the Strathendrick and Strathblane areas. 
There is now another opportunity to seek 
inclusion.

Would being part of the National Park 
help to preserve our area from inappropriate 
development and from the constant pressure 
from developers to build in the green belt? 
Would it lead to an influx of tourists which, 
whilst helping local businesses, could lead 
to serious parking problems in and around 
our village?

Balfron Community Council, Balfron 
Community Futures Development Trust 
and Endrick Valley Action Group are all 
supporting an extension of the boundaries 
to include the Strathendrick area. Mike 
Stone the former Chairman of Balfron 
Community Council has written to the 
Minister requesting that inclusion of the 
upper Endrick and Blane Valleys within 
the National Park be reconsidered as part 
of that review. Eric Strachan, who has 
researched the issue extensively, believes 
that the scientific case for inclusion is very 
strong and that the water catchment areas 
for Loch Lomond should be in the National 

should we Join the 
national Park?

Park; the largest inflow to the loch is from 
the Endrick and its tributaries. 

Mike Stone has received a reply from 
Edinburgh mentioning that the Minister 
would expect to see public support for 
inclusion. This was discussed at the May 
meeting of Strathblane Community Council 
and it was generally agreed that there was 
a need for public debate about the overall 
implications, and the Community Council 
is now looking at how this could best be 
done. 

If you wish to contact anyone on the 
Community Council on this issue, the 
details are on page 26.

FORTH VALLEY ADVOCACY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Could you give at least an hour each
week to an older person to offer 

support in making their choices and
wishes known to others?  

We provide
an independent 

advocacy service for
people living in the 
Forth Valley Area.

No experience required, 
full training and support provided.  
Travel expenses will be paid and 
it doesn’t affect your benefits.

To find out more, please contact:
Lynn Gibson, 

Volunteer Co-ordinator,
Forth Valley Advocacy,

1 The Bungalows,
Larbert, FK5 4SZ.  

Telephone: (01324) 557070
Email: lynngibson@nhs.net
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r & a dickson cars
Private	Car	Hire	for	every	Occasion

2 x 5 door Hatchbacks
6 Seater Galaxy - with Trailer

mob: 07801 372735
or ( 01360 770040

George Thom, Chairperson

The Community Development Trust is 
promoting the idea of a community 
survey in the village, to collect 

(anonymous) information about local 
residents, and their views and attitudes 
about the future of the village. To make 
sure we plan it properly, we need help 
from people in the village who know about 
designing and conducting surveys.

The idea for a survey has the support of 
both the Community Council and Stirling 
Council, who will both be partners in the 
project. The Community Development 
Trust will lead the project; this will 
include raising the funding, designing the 
questionnaire and managing the whole 
process.

We plan to use external consultants 
with the appropriate expertise in this kind 
of work. We are at the very start of the 
process and it is likely to take us up to a 
year to complete.

What information will we collect? And 
what will we use it for? Firstly it will be 
completely confidential and anonymous. 
Secondly, the collated results will be 
available for the three partners and all other 
voluntary organisations in the village.

We will collect basic information on who 

haVe your say in the Future oF 
the Village
deVeloPment trust Plans community surVey

lives in the village, age ranges, household 
size and so on, building on existing census 
data. We will be collecting views about a 
range of issues affecting the village, such 
as housing, transport, employment, leisure 
and sustainability.

The partners involved will all have 
different uses for the information. The 
Community Development Trust hopes 
to use it to influence our future business 
planning and funding applications. The 
Community Council will use it to support 
their processes of decision-making on 
behalf of the village. Stirling Council will 
use it with their Community Planning 
partners to tailor services to meet local 
needs. Other voluntary organisations will 
be able to use it to support their funding 
applications.

The survey project is likely to include a 
number of phases:

Set up an expert steering group to • 
advise on the technical aspects of 
the survey such as the design of the 
questionnaire and the brief for the 
consultants

Establish a working group of the trust • 
to manage the project with the partners; 
this will include accessing funding and 
appointing consultants

Recruit local volunteers to support • 

the consultants who will carry out the 
survey

Process the information• 
Provide a documented data base of • 

information to all the partners.

WHAT dO We Need?
As we have never done this before we 

are looking for volunteers from the village 
who have professional experience in this 
type of work to join the short-term steering 
group to assist with the design of the 
questionnaire.

In the near future we will also be 
looking for volunteers from the community 
to get involved in collecting the forms and 
encouraging people to fill them in.

The partners all feel that this is a very 
important step in developing the future of 
the village. We need to use this to establish 
what the views and attitudes of the 
community are, with a view to influencing 
what happens in the future.

If you have the skills or the enthusiasm 
please volunteer your services by emailing 
the Community Development Trust on 
cdt@strathblanefield.org.uk or one of the 
Directors of the Trust. You can contact me 
personally by email at Gethom@tiscali.
co.uk.



8

Bob flashman

No doubt many readers noticed the 
extensive damage to the fence at 2 
Station Road where the B821 joins 

the A81. This was caused following 
a recent collision as one vehicle 
exited Station Road and collided 
with another on the A81. This is 
the second accident to directly 
affect this property in the past 24 
months and simply confirms local 
concern about the safety aspects 
of this junction expressed over 
many years. What the statistics don’t show 
are the many near misses that occur on an 
all too regular basis. Such is the threat that 
Gillian Waugh, resident at 2 Station Road, 
is understandably reluctant to allow her 
children to play in the garden.

At the end of last year, a  steering group 
set up to recommend the next stage of 
the A81 Traffic Management Plan to the 
Strathblane Community Council, who in 
turn would report to the Roads Department 
at Stirling Council, stressed the need to 
make the A81/B821 junction  priority 
number one. Unfortunately such is the 
geometry of the junction and resulting high 
costs involved, coupled with the recorded 
low level of accidents, (invariably, only 
accidents involving injuries are reported and 

high-risk Junction
noted) ensured that the Roads Department 
were not able to support the Community 
Council’s recommendation due to 
misleading statistics and budget restriction. 
Since then the issue has continued to be 

taken up strongly by the SCC 
this time with a senior Stirling 
Council official bringing into 
play not only Roads but also the 
Housing Department, which has 
a duty of care to its tenants. Our 
three local councillors and MSP 
have also been involved. 

The Accident Unit Manager, 
Stirling, visited the site as did local 
press who later published an article and 
photograph. Their involvement should help 
the campaign to make this junction safer 
for drivers, pedestrians and residents alike. 
The artificial narrowing of the road is 
almost complete and the Speed Activated 
Sign once operating should slow down the 
traffic on the approach to the junction of 
Station Road. From the south three traffic 
islands are due to be put in place. 

Once the installation of the total 
system is complete a site meeting involving 
local residents, SCC members, Roads 
Department officers and Accident Unit 
Manager will be held to assess the impact 
and maintain pressure on the appropriate 
decision makers.

PILATES CLASSES 
The weekly Pilates class run 
by Jane Meek in the Village 
Club will break for summer on 
Thursday 19th June, resuming 
on Thursday 21st August.
 
If you would like to join the group after 

the holidays, please contact 
Jane on: 

01360 771 742 or 
07759 182236 or e-mail 
janemfr@tiscali.co.uk
 
All ages and abilities 
welcome.

douglas flynn, ranger

It was a fine and dry Sunday 
27 April when four locals 
volunteered their services 

towards the upkeep of the old 
railway path in Strathblane. This, 
the first of 3 Countryside Action 
Days planned for 2008, is an 
opportunity for members of the 
local community to volunteer for 
the day, get some gentle exercise 
and give something back to their 
community and the environment.  

The ‘fantastic four’, 
comprising Willie Oswald, John 
Gray with daughter Katrina, 
and Brian McLaren - who had come over from Mugdock – gave up 
their free time to assist me with the day of path improvements. As 
those who walk this route will know, this path does suffer from poor 
drainage and a lack of surfacing, so our efforts this time focussed on 
improving this situation. 

Barrowloads of gravel were imported and drainage ditches were 
dug. The team worked tirelessly and the results are just grand.  Major 
thanks go to all those involved, who I know sacrificed a lot to help 

and I only hope they 
did not get into trouble 
for staying out so late. 
Those that would like 
to assist with the next 
Countryside Action 
Day should mark the 
date July 29th in their 
diary and watch out for 
posters advertising the 
event.

Fantastic 
Four saVe 
the day

Brian McLaren and Willie Oswald lay a path on the 
old railway while John Gray takes a breather

Bob flashman

OLd MuGdOCk rOAd

In the March edition of the Blane I 
advised (“Road News”) that planning 
consent for a number of individual 

houses had been granted on 13 September 
2007 whereby the developers would fund 
the upgrading of Old Mugdock Road. 

Since then the Reporter for the Tamarac 
appeal decreed that a contribution from the 
developers would not be appropriate. This 
in effect meant that Old Mugdock Road 
would revert to its original “priority” rating 
of being about 60th on the list of outstanding 
maintenance/improvements and a waiting 
time of about 15 years. However, sources 
from within Stirling Council (SC) have 
indicated that following  extra funds 
being made available to the Roads budget, 
£60,000 has been earmarked for Old 
Mugdock Road in the period 2010/11. Still 
a lengthy wait but an improvement on 15 
years.

TrAffiC iSLANdS
There has been a delay to the installation 
of the three traffic islands on the A81 
between the junction of Station Road and 
the War Memorial. This is because SC are 
proposing to use a brand new lit bollard on 
each island, but these new units will not be 
available until mid-June as they are a new 
product. Once the bollards are received, 
the installation of the islands will follow.

rOAd MArkiNGS
SC are currently chasing their external 
lining contractor on several jobs which 
have been outstanding for some time, these 
include the incomplete 20mph roundels 
on Kirkburn Road, the wrongly placed 
20 mph roundels on Southview Road and 
access protection markers at the entrance 
to the garages on Dumbrock Road.

SPeed ACTivATed SiGN
Unfortunately there have been further 
problems with the sign at the Blanefield 
entrance to the village. It appears that there 
has been damage to the cable that powers 
the sign. SC have issued an instruction to 
the Roads Maintenance section to excavate 
this cable and repair the fault.

roads 
uPdate

5
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from robert Gibson  CLiMATe CHANGe?      2 Southview Drive,
             Blanefield 
Dear Sir,

The Blane is rightly concerned to promote environmentally sustainable policies for the 
village. However, if we are to invest in PV cells, wind generators etc. we need key 

climate data for the area. The only climate information that I know of for Strathblane is 
from the Statistical Account of 1834-45, which is given below:  

The temperature and pressure of the atmosphere, together with the quantity of rain, 
may be estimated from the following abstract of the meteorological register at Carbeth, 
from daily observations with the barometer, thermometer, and rain-gage, at 10 a.m.  
Latitude, 55º 59’, 46”; longitude, 40º, 21’, 20” west. This abstract has been kindly 
furnished by William Smith, Esq. of Carbeth-Guthrie.

Abstract of Meteorological Register at Carbeth, from daily observations with the 
barometer, thermometer, and rain-gage, at 10 a.m.; latitude, 55º, 59’, 46”; longitude, 40º 
21’, 20” west. Height above the level of the sea nearly 470 feet.

Barometer  
inches

Thermometer 
0F

Rain
 inches

1825 29.30 49.69 36.844
1826 29.34 50.10 32.213
1827 29.26 48.75 45.958
1828 29.24 50.28 45.304
1829 29.30 47.26 37.098
1830 29.22 47.71 45.885

1831
January 29.29 35.10 2.563
February 29.11 39.46 3.84
March 29.17 43.87 5.6
April 29.23 50.33 2.403
May 29.42 54.64 1.786
June 29.34 61.66 3.529
July 29.39 63.25 4.189
August 29.38 63.67 3.9
September 29.33 56.86 3.32
October 29.06 53.19 9.802
November 29.17 40.70 4.579
December 29.00 41.00 4.08

------- ------- --------
Average 29.25 50.33 49.591

From its lower situation, less rain falls in the Strath, and the barometer and 
thermometer stand much higher there than at Carbeth. Fevers are rare, and when they 
appear, seem to be generally imported from other places. Bilious affections, inflammation 
of the lungs, and consumptions are frequent. But these probably arise from the exposure 
to which many of the people are subjected in the course of their occupations, and from 
their inattention to the means requisite for preserving their health, and not from any 
noxious quality in the climate. The climate in the valley is uncommonly salubrious.

Source: Statistical Account of 1834-45, volume 8, page 71 

The accuracy of this data is not known, however I suspect that the head gardener 
would have undertaken the recordings with great care.  
However what about contemporary data? It would be great 
if data for Carbeth was still recorded. But any location in 
the village would be most useful.  For example, have we 
got wind rosette data for the village, though this would be 
very location specific. And, what about data on the monthly 
hours of sunshine and degree days?

Finally, I tend to opine that it is getting warmer and 
wetter but does current data compared with that of 1831 
substantiate this opinion, or has it always been ‘uncommonly 
salubrious’ in Strathblane?

letters to the editor...
from Archie McCallum            Canada

Sir;  Your recent issue of the Blane 
indicated, on page 14, that “the low 

building on the right was the post office”. 
Memory, over seventy years, does play 
tricks but my vivid recollection is that the 
tall building was the post office at least 
in the thirties and early forties. It was the 
domain of the McNeils and you entered the 
post office by the door shown, the counter 
being on the right and as the P.O. conducted 
all government financial transactions, was 
the hub of business. 

If I may quote from a letter I received 
from Mrs. Lilian Law (nee Lily Wallace) 
some two years ago in reference to this vital 
service to the community: Lily stated, with 
regard especially to the weans, “do you 
remember the wonderful times sledging 
down the Old Brae and Mrs.McNeil plying 
us with the most delicious baked potatoes 
with butter, happy days indeed”. Happy, 
happy formative days indeed!

The Canadian expats cannot recall 
anyone in the “small’ building during our 
stay in Strathblane. The house on the left 
was occupied by the Haddows during the 
war and they housed evacuees. The front 
door opened onto the road at that time. 

The evacuees in Strathblane would be a 
story in itself. I was a message boy for the 
co-operative at the time but cannot recall 
ever being in this particular building. On 
turning the corner to go south there was 
a lane and then the block containing the 
Brown’s garage and butcher’s shop.

There was also a private house 
adjoining the lane but I have no memory of 
the names of the occupants. Not much help 
but I suspect the building might well have 
been derelict.

(If anyone has any more information 
about the small building in the photograph 
in the last issue, we would be pleased to 
hear from you - Ed)

from Mrs G dyer  BiG CATS  Isle of Wight

Dear Editor,

I would like to welcome Barbara Fleming to the Big Cat sightings group. 
Having lived in Wales with the Beasts of Brechfa in our midst, I do not 

doubt her sighting for one moment. When you go to www.britishbigcat.
org there is a picture of a Dun horse (yellow with black mane). Well, this 
horse is called Bianca (ex polo pony) and the injuries to her neck were 
something to be seen. If you put your forefinger and pinky splayed out, 
that would just cover the two wound sights plus scratch marks on the 
hindquarters.

Doctors Alane and Alan Perrott (horses owners) plus others confirmed 
that it was a big cat attack. There were also foals, dogs and sheep that 
were killed in typical big cat fashion; and large claw marks on trees (not 
your average kitty); and last but not least, scent marking.

Some of the sightings came from the most unlikely people, who didn’t 
believe that there were such creatures. We had our balcony overtaken by 
students from Cardiff Uni with all sorts of equipment (infra-red cams, 
sound mics etc.). What a fun week, but alas the two cats were very shy.

The valley in which we lived went very, very silent once in a while 
- you could have heard a pin drop, nothing stirred - lambs were silent, 
not a bird sang, the big cat was on the prowl. Once past, the noise was 
deafening. Both my husband and myself have seen the Big Cat - no dog 
or cat can be compared. The tail always is a giveaway - LONG.

So Barbara our warmest welcome.

PS. My clan name is McIntosh whose motto is “Never catch the cat 
without gloves”.

from Pam Campbell, Stirling Council rural 
development Officer

(In response to the letter in the last issue of the Blane 
about Cold Calling from Mrs Jean Souter.)

The Reducing Doorstep Crime partnership responded 
to concerns raised by the communities, and statistical 

information collated on doorstep crime from Central 
Scotland Police/Stirling Council Trading Standards. 
The signs  (on lampposts) are not illegal; they do not 
require planning permission as they are “deemed consent 
by virtue of the Town and County Planning (Control of 
Advertisements) (Scotland) Regulations 1984, in that 
they are functional advertisements of a local authority/
community council.

COLd CALLiNG

OLd POST OffiCe BuiLdiNG
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the Boy dunn 
good
Murray O’donnell

Blanefield Thistle have made a good 
start to this season by winning the 
first four games, including a win 

against reigning champions Killearn, to 
put Blanefield at the top of the league. 
The two nil victory over Killearn was 
achieved by  a free kick driven into the net 
by Craig Dunn, followed by a screamer 
from Jamie Pace. This was very much a 
team effort with all of the players putting 
in a lot of effort. 

Sandy Mcintyre, Secretary

First of all, this article should have 
been in the last issue of the Blane but 
I was late in submitting it, for which 

I apologise. Season 2007 of the Forth and 
Endrick League finished on a low note for 
the football club. 

Having had some success in 2006 by 
way of winning the Telfer Cup, the season 
petered out into one which left the trophy 
cabinet bare once again.

The team started the season with an 
optimistic outlook, but our results were 
hampered at the start of the campaign when 
some of the more influential players were 
still playing football with their respective 
winter teams. This ultimately made the 
start of the season very difficult, especially 
when the reigning champions, Killearn, 
had a full squad available from match day 
one.

LeAGue CHAMPiONSHiP 

After the usual pre-season friendlies 
against Drymen, Fintry and the old-crocks, 
(guess who won), the season opened with 
an excellent away win at Deanston, the 
highlight of which was a wonder goal from 
James Hutchison, truly Goal of the Year 
contender!

Another narrow win against Fintry at 
home was followed by our first dropped 
points in a hard fought away draw at 
Gargunnock, followed by a loss at home to 
Killearn. Another couple of draws followed 
away to Balfron and at home to Thornhill, 
before we achieved a superb win away to 
Drymen, 8-1. This match was actually more 
of a closely fought game than the score line 
suggests. 

At this juncture, young Jordan Dempsey 
made his debut for the club, a scoring one 
at that, against Aberfoyle in a 6-0 win for 
Blanefield. His subsequent form for the rest 
of the season was fantastic for a 16 year-
old boy, which culminated in his being 
awarded The Player’s Player of the Year 
Award. Another couple of the younger 
players, Colin Hannah and Adam Hopes, 
also rejoined the team now that their 
winter season was complete, in addition to 
the more mature Jimmy McNeill returning 
from working abroad. This strengthened 
the team considerably and Kippen were 
well beaten in the next game 9-1, with 
Drew Lowrie bagging four goals, Jimmy 
McNeill a hat-trick and Adam Hopes 

getting the other two.
Further wins followed against Buchlyvie 

and Gartocharn, where yet again another 
youngster made his debut in the shape of 
15 year-old Mark Linning. Mark followed 
his debut with his first goal for Blanefield 
in his next game against Deanston in a 
3-1 win in which he was also named Man 
of the Match. An 11-2 away win at Fintry 
saw hat-tricks for young a n d 
old in Jamie Pace and 
Keith Rarity, and this 
in turn was followed up 
by a home win against 
Gargunnock.

Next up we were 
away to Killearn in 

a must-win match. Having 
performed well on the night, 
we unfortunately didn’t get 
the win we wanted and fortune 
favoured Killearn who won 1-0. 
At this point of the season, Alan 
O’Donnell Snr was showing some 
fine form in the heart of the defence 
alongside Jordan Dempsey. Whilst we 
were unlucky to lose to Killearn, we were 
then the favoured team when beating 
Balfron at Blanefield 4-2, a brace each 
from Adam Hopes and Mark Linning, with 
Balfron dominating most of the game.

Thornhill away were next, and another 
fine win was enjoyed, 8-1, with Adam 
Hopes scoring a hat-trick 
and a couple apiece from 
both Drew Lowrie and Mark 
Linning. It was just as well 
the starting eleven performed 
well that night as on the bench 
we only had Pat Feggans and 
Fraser Hume to choose from, 
and both would admit that 
their better days are well 
behind them! 

A hard fought 4-4 draw 
at home against Drymen was 
followed by a 2-0 away win 
against Aberfoyle at Gartmore 
where Alan O’Donnell Snr 
was correctly shown the red 
card for retaliation early on in 
the game. Scott Granger and 
one of the Aberfoyle players 
were also sent off later in the game. Not 
surprisingly, Gary McIntyre, in goal, was 
called upon to produce a series of fine saves, 
which resulted in his being mentioned as a 
Man of the Match contender.

The League season was brought to 
a close with a 5-0 win at home against 
Buchlyvie and a 2-0 defeat away to 
Gartocharn. In both games we were only 
able to field sadly depleted teams, having to 
resort to playing some of the “older boys” 
with Brian Perry, Dermot Hawkins, Pat 
Feggans and Drew Allan having to turn 
out to make up a team. Drew, what are you 
doing in the company of those three?

This brought the League to a close with 
Blanefield finishing in the runner-up spot 
once again to Killearn. 

MArGAreT WHyTe TrOPHy

Having progressed through the 
qualifying rounds, we were drawn to play 
Killearn at Drymen in the semi-final. 

BlaneField thistle Fc
season 2007

Killearn again asserted their dominance 
and we lost 4-2.

To add injury to insult in this particular 
case, Keith Rarity sustained bad ligament 
damage in the game, which would keep 
him out for the rest of the season. Killearn 
subsequently went on to defeat Gartocharn 
in the final of the competition played at 
Balfron.

TeLfer CuP

As per the Margaret Whyte Trophy, 
we again qualified for the semi-finals to 
be drawn, this time, against Deanston at 
Balfron. With Gary McIntyre unavailable 
due to work commitments, young Alan 
O’Donnell Jnr, 17 years of age, came into 
the team in goal. In addition to this change, 
Adam Hopes and Colin Hannah had both 
requested to be released in order to go 
back to playing under-age football and 
the loss of these two players in particular 

significantly weakened the side. 
Having said that, we should 

have been good enough to win 
this game, but alas we didn’t. 
A Jordan Dempsey goal was 
not enough and a 2 –1 win for 
Deanston sealed their entry to 
the final, where they narrowly 
lost to Killearn.

CAMerON CuP

Having been given a bye in Round One, 
we were then paired away to Gargunnock 
in Round Two. A good footballing display, 
coupled with another hat trick for Adam 

Hopes and superb performances from 
Derek McAuslane and Jimmy McNeill in 
midfield, saw us progress into the semi-
finals where once again Killearn were 
waiting for us. 

Our season was unfortunately brought 
to a close on Sunday 2nd of September when 
a very fortunate Killearn team managed 
to qualify for the final after beating us 
on penalties after extra-time. Goals from 
Jimmy McNeill and Iain Park, who had 
come off the bench, nearly got us through 
to the final and the team’s performance on 
the night was one of the best of the season 
and this was one game which we definitely 
deserved to win.
PLAyerS

Having another barren season was 
disappointing, but it is widely felt that we 
are continuing to make progress with more 
youngsters coming through. Debut seasons 
for Jordan Dempsey, Alan O’Donnell Jnr, 

Left to right: Player of The Year Derek McAuslane; 
Player’s Player of the Year Jordan Dempsey; and Top 
Goal Scorer Adam Hopes
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Murray O’donnell 

On Saturday and Sunday April 19 
and 20th Strathblane Bowling 
Club celebrated the opening of the 

season.
Saturday was the mens opening day 

with past president Malcolm McLean 
inviting this year’s president, Bob Ryan,  on 
to the green to start the afternoon.

Anne Ryan, wife of the president, 
opened the green by delivering two bowls 
and play proceeded for 13 ends. The 
players then retired to the clubhouse for a 
beautifully prepared meal.

On Sunday it was the turn of the ladies 
with Sadie Barclay, as retiring president, 
handing over to Susan McDonald, who will 
preside over this season’s play. Once more 
the ladies rounded off their afternoon with 

Iain Park and Mark Linning this season, 
proved to strengthen the team. These 
players, coupled with other younger players 
such as Adam Hopes, Colin Hannah, Jamie 
Pace and Stephen Tobin, could prove to 
be the backbone of the team in the next 
few years and, if the progress continues, 
there is no reason why we should not be 
well-placed to regain the position of being 
regarded as Forth and Endrick’s finest.

The team management of Pat Feggans 
and I would like to thank all the players 
for their efforts throughout the year. Both 
Pat and I look forward to the forthcoming 
season with a degree of optimism if we 
can continue the trend of getting more 
younger players to come down and play, 
and we would welcome all persons who are 
interested in playing for the club to come 
forward and make themselves known.

Contact numbers are as follows:
Pat feggans:  01360 771557
Sandy Mcintyre: 01360 770998 

SPONSOrSHiP

The club would like to thank all those 
who have supported them in both financial  
and vocal support terms throughout the 
season. The cost of running the club each 
year runs into four figures before a ball has 
been kicked in relation to water, electricity, 
rent and rates etc and without the continued 
support of those concerned we would 
struggle to be able to provide a facility for 
the youth of the village to play football.

Gordon Smith of GS Roofing has kindly 
sponsored the purchase of a new set of 
strips for season 2008, and we are indebted 
to him for doing so.  

dAN MACdONALd

It was with the greatest 
of regrets that everyone 
connected with the 

football club learned of the 
death of Dan MacDonald. 

Whilst acknowledging 
Murray O’Donnell’s tribute 
to Dan in an earlier edition 
of The Blane, we as a club 
would like to pay our own 
tribute to a man who had 
served the football club 
since its inception in 1947 
until his death, and to 
let everyone know how 
indebted Blanefield Thistle 
are to him.

Dan was instrumental in the formation of 
the club, as well as being a player in that first 
season. He was also a member of the 1952 
Cameron Cup winning team, which was the 
club’s first Forth and Endrick success.

However, the majority of us connected 
with the club remember him more in his 
capacity as a committee member, and 
more especially that of Chairman. The club 
benefitted significantly from the nigh on 25 
years service in which Dan occupied the 
position of Chairman, and during this time 
the club went from strength to strength, 
both on and off the park. It is in deference 
to him that the office bearers of the Forth 
and Endrick hold Blanefield Thistle as an 
example of how a football club should be 
run, and it is this legacy that he has left 
us with and which we will endeavour to 
continue in his absence. 

I am absolutely sure that everyone who 

Graeme ross

The good weather 
has arrived (as 
I write) and it is 

great to see the renewed 
enthusiasm that this 
brings to the club. We had  
our first BBQ of the year 
in early May and it was 
as busy as I have seen it 
for many a year. Good to 
see lots of new faces.

The coaching and the league matches 
are all up and running again. We hope that 
the former will be supplying players for the 
latter in the not too distant future.

The plans for the resurfacing are still 
in the melting pot. We have secured some 
funding, but not enough to proceed at this 
point. We are keeping our fingers crossed 
that other applications will come back with 
a positive response. If successful, we hope 
to do the work sometime between July and 
September.

Adult open 
sessions at the club 
are Monday & 
Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday 
afternoons during the 
summer months, so 
come along for a hit 
and a blether.

tennis cluB
reSurfACiNG PLANS STiLL 
iN THe MeLTiNG POT

6

Dan and Martha MacDonald

knew Dan in any capacity will 
have been sad to hear of his 
passing, even the referees of 
the Forth and Endrick who 
bore the brunt of his rantings 
at times, but who always ended 
up having respect for him once 
the games had finished as he 
did for them. The players and 
management of the club also 
bore the brunt of his tongue 
at times when things were 
not going our way, but I can 
assure you that we all knew 
it was because it hurt him to 
see Thistle lose. We all knew 
that and never harboured any 
grudges whatsoever. Indeed, 

when it wasn’t you that was encountering 
his wrath, it was a joy to behold!

To conclude, it would be fair to say that 
over the years, many people have served 
this football club exceptionally well, but it 
has never had a servant greater than Dan 
MacDonald. All of the people who have 
been involved with the club as players, man-
agement, committee, supporters, opponents, 
referees, Forth and Endrick and Scottish 
Welfare Football Association office bear-
ers, have recognised the huge support and 
dedication that he afforded the club in 60 
years of service.

He was truly unique in many ways and 
most certainly in Blanefield Thistle terms. 
He will be greatly missed by everyone 
connected with Blanefield Thistle and 
we trust that “Chairman Dan” will be in 
our hearts and our thoughts and will be 
remembered and respected by all of us at 
the club for many long years to come.

Bowling 
cluB
A GOOd STArT TO THe NeW 
SeASON

Anne Ryan, wife of the president, opened 
the green by delivering two bowls

tea in the clubhouse. 
Both days were blessed by fine weather 

and the weekend proved happy and 
successful.

The Blane is delivered free to 
everyone in the community but we 
need your continued support. We 

are grateful to all who give regularly.
There are cash boxes in the library, the 

chemist and Brown’s. Cheques should be 
made payable to The	Blane.

There are also extra copies for sale in 
the library.
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Lesley kirk

Here we 
are again 
at the 

end of another 
season. The 
ladies of The 
Fitness League, Strathblane Centre, 
have worked very hard to get themselves 
stretched, toned and their joints mobile. 
In the last few weeks of the class, we 
(like those sitting exams) brushed up the 
exercises we had been doing last term and 
were amazed to find that our waists had 
featured in most of the exercises. Can you 
spot the ladies of the village who can touch 
their toes effortlessly, reach things on the 
top shelf in the shop or turn round to wave 
without moving their full body?

By the time this article goes to press, 
we will have had our usual trip to The 

Winnock for our end of season meal. We 
could not disappoint the management and 
staff (paticularly Marion) by not paying 
them our summer visit. 

We have had the pleasure of welcoming 
a few new members this year, which has 
made such a difference to the class. Some 
are from the village but we now have a 
couple of the ladies who come from such 
faraway places as Killearn and Gartness.  
Ladies, do you no longer feel able to enjoy 
the hard aerobic exercises of many of the 
current systems? Then you would be most 
welcome to join us when our class resumes 
in September. Watch out for the new 
posters.

It has been said, not only do we have 
fun and exercise on Tuesday nights, but if 
you want to know all the village news, then 
The Fitness League is the place to come.

Have a good summer everyone.

Lynda eastcroft

Preparations are now well under way 
for our annual Dancing Display. 
Costumes are being tried on and 

routines are being memorised. The 
excitement is rising! 

Last years venture into the unknown 
territory of the Mitchell Theatre proved to 
be a great success with dancers and parents 
(I think it was the comfortable seats and 
the civilised optional glass of wine at the 
interval which swung it!!)

This year’s display will take place on 
Friday 27th June in the Mitchell Theatre at 
7.30pm.

Anyone wishing to come along and see 
this display of local talent can get tickets 
from me on 770390.

dancing 
disPlay

Joyce Ward

The Blane Valley Players is 10 years 
old; where has the time gone?  We 
have had great success with our plays 

and pantomime, but we are all getting older 
and we need new blood. 

Would you like to act; or maybe you 
would like to help backstage doing props, 
costumes and the many tasks needed to 
put on a show? What about trying your 
hand at being a sound engineer or lighting 
engineer? We have experts who can teach 
you. Do you play a musical instrument; our 
pianist Marion is taking time out so we 
need a pianist for next years Panto; can you 
help?  

Our auditions are held in the Edmonstone 
Hall on the 29 August. Please come along 
and meet everyone. If you would like any 
more information please phone me on 
770073 or Billie Ferguson on 440380; we 
would be delighted to hear from you.

Blane Valley 
Players

Jane McCallum

THANkS!
You may recall that last time we were 

appealing for new leaders to come forward 
to help Claire and myself at Brownies. 
We’re delighted to say that we had a good 
response with Joyce Kelly volunteering to 
become a warranted leader! We extend a 
warm welcome to her and hope she enjoys 
the experience as much as Claire and I do!  
Ruth Reynolds and Hazel Campbell also 
offered to help out so many thanks to them 
too. Having more adult helpers means we 
can offer the girls a wider and more varied 
programme. 

GOOdByeS!
We will be saying goodbye to the two 

oldest Brownies - Isobel Gray and Morven 
Campbell – as they move up to Guides. 
We’ve thoroughly enjoyed having you both 
at Brownies and hope you enjoy Guides.

Sadly for us, Isobel’s leaving also 
means we’ll be losing Sally as our helper. 
Sally has turned out most weeks to help 
and is always willing and able to organise 
a game or help with activities. She also 
does a mean sprint back to her house for 
forgotten items - Pancake Day won’t be 
the same without her running home to 
get something I’d forgotten! So thank you 
Sally – we’ll miss you!  

WiNNerS! 
Last session, the girls took part in the 

competition for the Belfast Shield. A group 
entered a poster on the theme of ‘the Girl 
Guide promise’ and we were delighted to 
hear that we won! The girls who were most 
involved in designing our winning poster 
were: Anna, Claire, Grace, Holly, Izzy 
and Katie with help from others. We were 
presented with the Belfast Shield at one of 
our meetings by Sue Beck. 

As winners, we were invited to enter a 
six into the Forth Valley Brownie Toadstool 

Olympics, held in Gargunnock on 
Saturday 17th May. Although we 
didn’t win the Toadstool Olympics, 
we had a great time, making an 
Olympic torch, scales for a Chinese 
dragon and a furry rat! The team 
sack race was the most fun though 
with all six girls having to get into 

a giant sack and work as a team to try to 
get to the end of the course – not nearly as 
easy as it sounds! The chop stick relay was 
almost as difficult as having to hula hoop 
while holding a sweetie with chop sticks 
was definitely an acquired skill! 

Our intrepid team were Alice, Anna, 
Christina, Claire, Izzy and Katie. We 
enjoyed learning some new songs and 
meeting Brownies from other areas of 
Forth Valley. 

eNd Of TerM
Our last evening of the session was on 

3rd of June. We hope to see everyone back 
after the summer. Have a great summer! 

As always, if you would like to help out 
in any way, or enrol your daughter, please 
contact Claire (771816), or me (771281).      

Health warning! Don’t try this at home. 
left to right: Isobel Gray, Claire Penrice, 
Katy Hamilton and Anna McCallum take 
part in a sack race with a difference.

NeW BLOOd Needed

Charity cards: • Barbara Kyle would like to 
thank all those who have bought her hand-
made greetings cards and book marks from 
the Chemist shop. They have raised £1,000 
for charity in just six months. 

Bus shelter:•  Planning permission has been 
granted for the bus shelter at the junction of 
Kirkburn Road. 

railings:•  The banking exposed by the 
removal of trees by the bridge at the bottom 
of Danny’s Brae has been made safe by the 
erection of railings to match those of the 
bridge.

Holiday adventure:•  Go Ape High Wire 
Forest Adventure is holding an outdoor activity 
showcase called ‘Bananas for Adventure’ on 
Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th of June at the 
David Marshall Lodge in Aberfoyle. Visitors 
can discover the range of activities that will 
be available over the holiday period.

Oops!•  We incorrectly stated in the last 
issue that the falconry half day ticket was 
about £20, whereas prices start at £55. 
Still worth it!

This ‘n’ that...
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Left to right: Anna McCallum, Christina Begg, Katy 
Hamilton, Isobel Gray, Claire Penrice and Alice 
Ferguson take part in the Brownies Toadstool Olympics at 
Gargunnock

fraser MacCorquodale and 
Calum McCutcheon

For the past few weeks P4 at Strathblane primary 
school have been making a recipe book. They 
have been very busy and it has taken a lot of hard work! They have done some 

market research to decide on a price and will be selling it for £5.00.
 All the money raised will go to WaterAid so people in countries without a 

clean source of water, will hopefully get 
a much, much cleaner supply! They have 
been learning about water, so P4 know 
how important it is for their bodies.

For those who don’t know, Wateraid 
is a charity that helps countries without 
much clean water. Their mission is to 
make sure that even the poorest people 
have a clean water supply.  

If you would like to buy a copy 
they can be ordered from the school 
office (770608) or the village library 
(770737).

Primary 4 with their recipe book

Primary Four’s 
reciPe For success

Alastair Smith has been keeping strange company again 
(so what’s new?). Bob the Builder, an avid Blane reader as 
you can see, asks, “Where am I?” Answer on page 17.

7
This one is dead easy!
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a titanic ProJect From Primary seVen

Tommy MacKay, Daniel Allan, Lewis Currie and 
Michael Ewart dressed for dinner.

Crew and passengers singing at the foot of the grand staircase which was 
created by Kai McCahill.

CurriCuLuM fOr exCeLLeNCe
ANd A NeW WAy Of LeArNiNG
Jennifer Cunningham, Headteacher, 
and others

P7s have recently completed a project as 
big as the name suggests! This is a new 
approach called Joyning the Learning 

being encouraged by the Scottish Executive 
to meet the aims of the new Curriculum 
for Excellence. It is topic-based, covering 
all curricular areas, encouraging children 
to ask Big Questions and discover a more 
meaningful way of finding answers.

Miss Bulloch chose the topic but 
activities were pupil-led. On day one the 
children were responsible for choosing five 
big questions and these were divided up over 
two months:

Why were so many people crossing the • 
Atlantic? 

How and where was the Titanic built • 
and why was she unsinkable? 

What caused her to sink? • 
What was life like at sea and on land • 

in 1912? 
What happened after the sinking?• 
Pupils were each given a character which 

they developed as the project progressed. 
They wrote stories, diaries, letters, 
biographies, poetry, and news reports (Pugh’s 
News, The Dempsey Mail) about the event, 
each from their character’s perspective. 

This taught the children valuable skills 
such as team work, group teaching, meeting 
deadlines, and peer assessment, 
and was an exciting, imaginative, 
and fun way of learning. Pupils 
were motivated to produce high 
quality work as it was all to be 
displayed at the Titanic Museum 
open night for parents.

richard Callender 

When Jayne told us the class was finishing 
spring term with a two month project 

on the Titanic my initial thoughts were it 
seemed ambitious to take this amount of 
time for just one historical topic. However 
as the weeks passed I became really 

impressed with the range of issues covered 
in homework assignments; from 
social history to model making to 
designing a game and poetry writing, 
as well as researching the basic 
facts and figures of the event itself. 
I thought it particularly interesting 
pupils were asked to imagine the 
disaster from differing perspectives 
of passengers and crew. All this was 
nicely brought together at the Titanic 
Museum night. The enthusiasm of 
pupils for the project was readily 
apparent from the quality 
of the work on display.

kate Poole
Stepping back in time we 

climbed on board the Titanic (P.7 
classroom) on Thursday 24th May. 
The setting sun was atmospheric 
with children dressed in period costume, 
fitting music and stunning decoration 
adorning the walls and windows. There was 
even a grand staircase! We were treated to a 
tour around the Titanic museum by expert 
guides who were most attentive as well as 
pointing us in the right direction as we tried 
hard to complete the challenging quiz set 
by the class! As the night went on we were 
entertained by presentations and songs. It 

was lovely to celebrate the 
achievements of our children. 

Another brilliant evening’s 
entertainment from P7.

Gwen Carr – The artwork was very 
impressive and all the little details 
just added to the whole experience. 

Even the experience of walking under the 
ship and through the icebergs into the class 
was amazing.

Sheila Mcfarlane – It was a superb idea 
to assign guides to escort parents around 
the exhibition. The children displayed an 

in-depth knowledge of the project and 
were confident to give explanations as they 
progressed through the exhibition.

Shona Currie – It was wonderful to see 
what all the pupils had been getting up to, 
we rarely get to see inside classrooms and it 
was so nice to get to view all their hard work 
in such a friendly, relaxed atmosphere.

Linda dempsey – I felt that I made a 
partnership with Lauren and I felt that we 
were able to work together as a team on 

parts of her homework.

ruth – I think Titanic was an 
extraordinary topic because it 
was an extremely interesting 
way of learning as it was 
creative therefore you wanted 
to learn more. We did a lot of 

team work which was fantastic because it’s 
something you’ll use in life and it’s easier to 
get ideas when there’s more than one brain 
thinking.

eilidh – We also had characters which was 
good because it really got us thinking about 
how they were feeling.

Jayne – I found the titanic project fun 
instead of writing and English every day. 
We wrote stories and made posters and did 
loads of art.

Michael – I liked how we got a variety of 
homework and we could choose what to do 
and not do what’s given to you. I enjoyed the 
open night and it gave us a chance to teach 
grown-ups more on Titanic.

Morven Bulloch

The children rose to the challenge of 
co-operative working and surpassed 

all my expectations in the quality of their 
work and learning.
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Mary Brailey

The AGM was a chance for the gardening club to look 
back over a year of enjoyable meetings and outings, 
and to appoint its office-bearers for the year ahead. 

After 7 years as Treasurer, Marjorie Shephard is taking a well-
earned break and her place will be taken by Mary Marshall. 
Tom Turner will be the new President and Susan McDonald, 
the outgoing President, will stay on as Vice-President. Freda 
Hamilton will continue as Secretary and Mary Brailey as ‘Blane 
correspondent’. Members who braved the AGM were then 
treated to a practical demonstration by Catherine Wilson, who 
transformed a polystyrene fish box into an alpine display.

The plant sale at the Spring Fayre on 10 May raised an 
incredible £960 for Water Aid. Thanks to the helpers, to 
everyone who brought plants along to sell, to those who were 
persuaded to part with their cash to buy them, and to whoever 
organised the lovely weather! 

Meetings stop over the summer. But the club’s year is 
scheduled to finish in good style with two trips: one to Biggar 
on 5 July and the other to Ayr Flower Show on 9 August. 

The club’s 2008/09 season will resume on 26 September, 
with a talk by Calum ‘Splash’ Gordon on water gardening. 
Monthly meetings are held on Fridays at 7.30 in the Kirkrooms. 
You can consult the full programme on the club’s web page on 
www.strathblanefield.org.uk.

Mary Brailey, Freda Hamilton, Susan McDonald, Mary 
Marshall, Jane Early and Tom Turner are looking very happy 
about something. Is it the bargains they have bought or the fact 
that the village plant sale raised £960 for WaterAid? 

another 
successFul 
gardening year

Scout cleanup was a great success judging by the enthusiasm.
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david Shenton, Convener Loch 
Ardinning Wildlife reserve Management 
Group, Scottish Wildlife Trust

It’s a way of putting on a brave face in 
the midst of a downpour to say, ‘Lovely 
weather for ducks, isn’t it ?’ 
Our weather can be mixed but there 

are usually at least some ducks on Loch 
Ardinning, rain or shine. The only time 
they disappear is either when there is 
unusual disturbance or, in winter, if the 
loch is completely frozen over.

The commonest duck here is the Mallard 
(pictured top right), of which the male, or 
‘drake’, is the most familiar with its largely 
grey body and shiny green head – for most 
of the time. The female is largely streaky-
brown, but with a shiny purple patch, called 
the speculum, on its wing. To make things 
more confusing, like most duck species, 
the male Mallard undergoes a moult at the 
end of the summer and adopts a plumage 
with almost as much brown as the female. 
This is called the eclipse plumage, and the 
drakes re-grow their fine colours before the 
end of the year.  

An important guide, when telling one 
type of duck from another, is its feeding 
behaviour. Some ducks dive to get their 
food whilst others, the ‘dabbling ducks’, 
feed whilst remaining floating on the 
surface. The Mallard is a dabbling duck 
and (apart from sandwiches) it feeds largely 
on floating water-weeds and anything live 
attached to them. In shallow water it may 
upend to stretch down to weeds on the 
bottom.

There are a number of dabbling duck 
species in Scotland, but the only other 
one regularly seen at Loch Ardinning is 
the Teal. Teal are markedly smaller than 
Mallard. The drakes have a chestnut and 
green head and make a charming short 
trilling call, especially when taking off. 
The female Teal is streaky-brown with a 

green speculum and quacks 
(as do Mallard - the loudest 
quacking is done by the 
female Mallard). Teal tend 
to stick to the vegetation at 
the edge of the loch and are 
not always easy to see.

Ducks which dive to 
feed are split into two main 
kinds according to their 
main food. Some dive to 
feed on whatever is growing 
or crawling about on the 
bottom in slightly deeper 
water. The commonest are 
the Tufted Duck (pictured 
bottom right), of which the 
easily-recognised drake 
is roughly half-and-half 
black and white, and the 
Goldeneye, of which the 
males have a dark green 
head on a largely white 
body. The females of 
both are again less bright 
in colour than the males 
though the female (and 
young male) Goldeneye are 
still quite smart-looking, 
with a chestnut-coloured 
head, white chest and grey 
body. Both Tufted Duck 
and Goldeneye are smaller 
than Mallard.

The other type of diving 
ducks is called ‘saw-bills’, since they have 
a thin pointed beak with serrated edges to 
help them grip fish. The ‘saw-bill’ most 
commonly seen on inland lochs, including 
Loch Ardinning (and rivers and canals) is 
the Goosander.

Goosanders are about the size of a 
Mallard and the drakes are especially 
smart looking, with an orange-red beak, a 
bottle-green head with slight crest, and a 
body largely white but often suffused with 

pale pink. Females are brown, white and 
grey. They can often be seen swimming 
around with their heads tipped forward 
half-immersed in the water to look for 
fish. Goldeneye and Goosander are more 
common in winter than in summer, though 
some do nest in Scotland.    

    If you would like more information 
about Loch Ardinning, and what to see 
there, or about the Scottish Wildlife Trust, 
please contact David Shenton (0141-776 
-5506) or Simon Jones (01236-617113).

‘loVely weather For ducks’ at loch 
ardinning - and what ducks are they ?

No.8 and tricky! No.9 and nasty!
Home visits can be 

arranged to suit

The mosaic just inside the Hope Street entrance to Central Station, created by Fiorino 
Pallisco from a design by Jude Burkhauser  and commissioned in 1990 (see page 2).
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Ring Ouzel (female 
left has brown 
plumage)

Mistle Thrush

Song Thrush

d H L

At last spring is in the air and the birds 
are in full breeding mode. Those 
who breed early have had a rather 

cold time of it this year but at least it has 
been dry here, so the chances of success are 
probably about average. For certain birds 
this is very necessary as their numbers have 
dropped significantly in recent years. The 
two main species to which I particularly 
would draw your attention this spring are 
members of the Thrush family. This is a 
large family with the commonest by far 
being the ubiquitous Common Blackbird, 
present in most of the gardens in the area.  
The others are the Song Thrush (or Mavis 
as Burns would have called it), and its much 
larger relative the Mistle 
Thrush. In 
this area we 
also have the 
very much rarer 
Ring Ouzel - a 
summer migrant 
which few see 
regularly.

There are estimated to be around 
one million Common Blackbirds resident 
in Scotland each year. Despite all the 
hazards, blackbird populations seem stable 
in Scotland at present. This species prefers 
relatively low ground and is quite happy 
to associate with humans. Indeed, when I 
am digging in my garden in springtime, it 
is not uncommon for the local residents to 
come right up to my feet to ensure that he 
or she gets the juicy worms straight from 
the fork. Obviously they feel no threat from 
me (especially if I undertake the obliging 
task of uncovering worms for their hungry 
family!) Blackbirds can breed at any 
season but normally do so between March 
and July. Their numbers 
are sometimes swollen by 
continental migrants driven 
west to our shores in hard 
winters. 

Similarly, when we have 
hard winters, local populations 
may retreat for a few months to 
the more equitable climes of Ireland. 
However, ringing studies show that by 
far the majority spend their lives within 
ten kilometres of their place of birth.    
Blackbirds seem to triumph over adversity 
in the form of Magpie raids on their nests, 
and feline attempts to catch them for their 
owners as a present for providing food and 
central heating on a year round basis. My 
local one is partial to cotoneaster berries in 
the winter, and on occasion I have seen the 
male in particular quietly snoozing under 
the bush in broad daylight. It is probably 
quite drunk from the alcohol content of the 
berries but mercifully it survives, probably 
because the booze renders it catatonic and 
thus seemingly invisible to its arch enemies, 
the local moggies. Interestingly the female 
has not been seen in this condition: she 
probably does not approve of this macho 
behaviour.         

By contrast, the Song Thrush has 
declined somewhat in recent times. A 
decade ago Song Thrushes visited most 
gardens in the Valley, but recently this has 

thrushes in your garden
not been the case and, although there are 
still plenty about, the evidence suggests that 
there has been a fall of some 20% to around 
a quarter of a million birds in Scotland. 
One of the main factors in this fall seems 
to be the intensification of agricultural 
practices, reduction of permanent 
grassland supporting livestock, loss of 
hedgerows and scrub land and under-
field drainage schemes - all of which 
tend to reduce the available feeding 
and shelter for these charming birds, 
especially during the difficult winter 
months. Song Thrushes usually breed 
somewhat later than Blackbirds, the 
first clutches of eggs appearing in late 
March and lasting until late June. The main 
pleasure derived from the Song Thrush is 

however its wonderful song.
These birds tend to move to 

local coasts in the winter and 
are rarely seen in higher ground 

then. Indeed they are uncommon 
in the Highlands other than in the 

breeding season. In Scotland their main 
strongholds are in the coastal Moray Firth, 
Tayside, Lothian, Kintyre and Dumfries 
and Galloway regions. They do occur 
widely in the Central Valley including our 
own area, but concerns are mounting about 
their long-term survival here, particularly 
if hedges continue to be uprooted and if 
solid pesticides are scattered in gardens to 
reduce slug populations. Should you wish 
to exterminate your slugs, better by far to 
consume 90% of a can of beer or lager 
and then bury the remainder upright in the 
garden so that the slugs can leave this world 
drowning in a happy alcoholic coma.

The largest breeding thrush is the 
Mistle Thrush of which there are some 
50,000 pairs in Scotland. These were 
common in the valley until some five years 

ago but seem to 
have fallen 
somewhat in 
numbers recently. 

They prefer scattered 
woodland and wood 
edges in parks to 
gardens but are not 

averse to using the latter when they 
contain suitable tall trees. They defend 
their breeding site ferociously and dive 
bomb any interloper who has the audacity 
to enter into their claimed area. They 
are known to attack even Magpies and 
Sparrowhawks in defending their territory, 
so are no ‘shrinking violets’. They are more 
at home breeding in the Highlands than 
the Song Thrush but many of those birds 
travel south to the Central Valley for the 
winter where they join the other migrant 
Thrushes from Iceland and Scandinavia 
– the Fieldfares and Redwing (see Issue 
27).  A walk in Mugdock Park or along 
the Pipeline towards Killearn in the 
summer, or along the old railway line from 
Strathblane to Lennoxtown in the winter, 
should give you several good sightings of 
Mistle Thrushes.  

Finally, there is the rarest UK Thrush 
of them all – the Ring Ouzel. This summer 
visitor looks like a rather larger than 
expected Blackbird with a longer tail and 
pale wings. It is most easily recognised by 

the pale crescent on its chest and by the 
fact that it is found in remote hillsides and 
canyons – totally unlike any Blackbird.  

There are thought to be some 5,000 
breeding pairs in Scotland, mainly found 
in the Grampians, Wester Ross and the 

Lammermuir 
h i l l s . 
S c a t t e r e d 
pairs breed in 
the Trossachs, 
and they are 
also said 

to breed in 
remoter parts of 

the Campsie Hills 
above the valley, but 
I have yet to see them 
there myself. The 
reasons for their decline 
are unclear thus far, but 

may be due to the extensive shooting they 
encounter in Spain during their migration 
to and from their winter homes in the High 
Atlas Mountains of Morocco, followed 
by cold damp springs in their breeding 
locations, resulting in impaired breeding 
success and chick survival. Spain, Portugal 
and Malta are all EU members, but all 
infringe directives which ban shooting of 
wild birds for ‘pleasure’. It is time we all 
lobbied to stop this slaughter, especially 
in Malta, which consistently ignores the 
situation to the sad loss of many rare birds 
flying north to Britain and Scandinavia to 
breed.

So, if you do have thrushes in your 
gardens be very pleased and try to ensure 
that they survive to procreate and repair 
some of the losses they have endured in the 
last half decade.

1. Over Jenny’s Burn, Station Road
2. Start of cycle track heading east
3. Waterpipe bridge over Blane Water
4. Foot of Danny’s Brae
5. Over Blane at Library
6. Over Blane at Dumbrock Road
7. Over Blane at Dumbrock Drive
8. Culvert exit under Glasgow & Southview Roads by 
school
9. Remains of railway bridge opposite Dumbrock Road

Bob the builder is at St Kessog’s Well on the main road 
just east of the War Memorial

GLASGOW SuMMer LeCTure 2008
Thursday 14 August 7-8pm 

Dobbies Garden Centre, 
Boclair Road, Glasgow 

“Gardens of Scotland: 
east versus West”

Lady Juliet edmonstone
A review of some of the finest houses 

and gardens in Scotland. Is there really a 
difference between East and West?

 
Please apply for tickets, price £5 to: 

Dobbies Tel: 01360 620721, or 
Alma Barlow, 5 Auchencruive, 

Milngavie, G62 6EE. 
Tel: 0141-956-3109

 
All profits to SGS Charities.

answers to Bridges Quiz
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Alastair Smith

Over the next few editions it is hoped 
to publish old photographs of this 
community and match them to ones 

taken recently.  In the last edition of this 
organ, the editor opined that I might have 
taken the original of Dumbrock Road as 
well as the up-to date one. My answer to 
that was, “Well, he might remember. Is he 
not one of the gentlemen in the picture?”

When setting out on the project, I thought 
that it would be easy. Just find the tripod 
holes used by the original photographer, 
match the angle of view with the modern 
“zoom lens”, and “snap”. Back home to 
the computer. No smelly chemicals, in a 
darkened room. Just a cup of coffee while 
Photoshop does the business. 

Unfortunately, as you might expect, the 
original tripod holes have disappeared. And 
I have been left trying to deduce where the 
originals were taken from. Standing in the 
middle of Station Road or Dumbrock Road 

did not present such a problem, except 
that heavy vehicles seemed determined to 
flatten me. But... for art, anything.

Looking south along Station Road, I 
originally thought that I would have to use 
the profiles of the hills as a clue. But there 
is usually something else to hang on to, and 
in this case it was the stone dyke. Obviously 
altered over the years, but enough of the 
original still remains. 

But the usual problem is that there are 
now so many new trees and hedges that 
are not present in the original photographs.  
In some instances, this herbage will just 
obscure a previously obvious building or 
feature, but in a lot of cases the original view 
is completely obscured. The same holds 
true where buildings have been erected, but 
I am hoping that I may be granted access to 
private gardens or houses in my pursuit of 
accuracy.  

Mike has supplied me with scans of 
the original photographs as my starting 
point. I know from my own scanning of 

old photographs, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
professional ly 
taken ones, that 

now and...

then

they are of a very high quality. They have 
survived well and continue to do so if they 
are stored reasonably responsibly. Original 
digital photographs are already fading as 
are some older colour photographic prints. 
The “ink set” I am using now guarantees 
that the prints, if stored properly, will last 
at least ninety nine years. I think the dyes 
used in old colour negative films are fairly 
stable, and so they could be printed from, 
today.  

But what about today’s “digital 
negatives”? In forty years time, someone 
may go searching in “The Blane” archives, 
and find a shiny disc entitled “Then and 
Now photos, 2008”. It is very unlikely that 
they will have the technology to read them, 
and it is unknown whether the discs will be 
readable anyway. (It is advised that CDR 
discs are re-copied after a couple of years, 
five years at  most, and you should always 
take two copies of archives, one to use and 
one to store.) It is another example of how 
the way they did things in the old days is 
more successful than how we do them now.

When this project is completed, do 
you think there would be an interest in 
publishing them in book form?              

support for those affected
by divorce or separation
Are you, or someone you know,

going through or suffering from the
effects of a broken relationship?

Feeling overwhelmed, lonely, depressed,
hurt, lacking confidence and self-esteem,

bitter and angry?

Or wanting to help a friend or relation
going through a difficult time?

We provide a range of support services
including: 

telephone support, •	
1-1 support•	
6 week support courses, •	
signposting to websites •	
support evenings, •	
useful reading•	

For more information contact:

01877 339966 or 7790 437713

Email: info@hearttoheart.org.uk

Room 3, Callander Kirk Hall, South Church 
Street, Callander, FK17 8BN

Heart †o Heart
Alzheimer Scotland is a voluntary organisation that 

aims to provide an all-round package of support 
for people with dementia and their carers.

Everyone’s memory is different; there is no such 
thing as a ‘normal’ memory and it is normal to have 
lapses every so often.  You should see your doctor if your 
memory is steadily getting worse or is causing problems 
in your life.  It may not be dementia, so a proper diagnosis 
is essential.

If dementia is diagnosed, the Stirling and Clackmannanshire Service offers a 
range of services for people with dementia and their carers.  Our team offers home 
support and daycare in a safe, friendly environment, with a care programme tailored 
to an individual’s abilities.  Carers are not forgotten either, a number of carer support 
groups are available where carers are given the opportunity to meet others, exchange 
ideas and take away information; carer education courses are also run twice a year.

The service also has a wide range of publications on various topics for people with 
dementia and their carers, including money and legal matters, choosing long-stay care 
and getting help from your doctor.

Posters are being put up in your local area giving 
information to help anyone who is anxious about their memory 
or that of a friend or family member.  

Stirling and Clackmannanshire Service, 5 New Street, 
Bridge of Allan, FK9 4NZ, 01786 831171

stirlingservices@alzscot.org   www.alzscot.org

now and then
risking liFe and limB in station road
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castle reciPe
Julie edmonstone

SAuCe fOr HOT HAM

All the family are very fond of hot ham - 
used up as cold afterwards.   i buy a small 
uncooked (unsmoked) gammon joint from 
Tescos or M & S and serve it with this easy sauce - it really does make 
all the difference.

Pour a good slosh of red wine into the saucepan and remove the alcohol 
by boiling it for a couple of minutes.   Add some redcurrant jelly or 
Cumberland sauce from a jar, followed by a chicken stock cube, a pinch 
of salt and a good dollop of mustard.   finally add enough water to make 
up the quantity you are feeding.   Simmer for a few minutes.

Gardens opening under Scotland’s 
Gardens Scheme are advertised 
locally by distinctive yellow posters 

and are usually open to visitors. Apart 
from a nice outing (what my father 
quaintly called ‘ a carriage drive’!), there is 
also the triple benefit of having a good look 
round to see what they’ve got, a home-made 
tea and an interesting plant stall - all added 
to immeasurably by the ‘good feeling’  of 
contributing towards the Garden Scheme 
charities as well as one of the owner’s 
personal choice.

  Gardens near here, within easy driving 
distance, include the following (all gardens 
have yellow arrow signs on the day at 
nearby junctions):

22nd June - Bridge of Allan Gardens.   
Five of the smartest town gardens open 
for us to admire (and copy!).
29th June - Doune Village Gardens.  
Several creative gardens open today 
including one specialising in fuschias.
20th July - The Tors and other Falkirk 
gardens. Opening for the first time this 
year four delightful gardens including 
a prize-winning gem with bonsai and 
topiary.
17th August - You have a choice today!   
Either Thorntree Cottage, Buchlyvie 
which is lovely garden with good stalls 
and a fabulous view, or Comrie Village 
gardens. These gardens won the 2007 
RHS Britain in Bloom gold medal last 
year and are definitely worth a visit 
to see what can be achieved in a small 
space. Why not do both!
7th September - The Steading - Yetts 
of Muckhart. This 2½ acre garden with 
all-year-round interest is at the foot of 
the Ochil Hills and was featured in 
Beechgrove Garden last year.

Open every day till the end of October 
is Braco Castle, a lovely garden at the 
north end of Braco on the A822, and also 
Culbuie in Buchlyvie (every Tuesday, May 
to October) - a 5 acre plantman’s garden 
with endless interesting plants and splendid 
views. For a more historical note do visit the 
spectacular parterre garden of Drummond 
Castle just before Crieff.  

 Check opening times and all the other 
open gardens with info@sgsgardens.co.uk, 
but the vast majority are 2.00 - 5.00 pm. 

Happy days!

oPen 
gardens
One of the nicest things to do on a 
Sunday afternoon is to visit a local 
garden - perhaps with a like-minded 
friend or lonely neighbour. Julie 
edmonstone provides some ideas.

summer season 
suggestions
gardening made easy

Autumn Lecture 
Albert Hall, Stirling

September 16th
Speakers: Sir Roy Strong, 

Xa Tollemache (Gold medal 
winner) and Kenneth Cox of 
Glendoick.  Sandwich lunch, 
wine and stalls.  Tickets £45 
Julie Edmonstone 770215.

Susan Macdonald

At last some lovely days of sunshine have tempted us out 
into the garden, even if it is just to lie on a sun lounger. If you prefer relaxing 
in the garden with a glass of wine to the rigours of weeding then aim for a low-

maintenance garden. With careful planning and well-chosen plants to provide form and 
texture your garden will look as though you have spent hours tending it.

Pots and hanging baskets give moveable colour. Pots work with permanent displays of 
small trees and shrubs as well as with bedding plants. Large hanging baskets are easier 

to look after than smaller ones as they do not dry out as quickly in hot weather. An old 
saucer placed in the base of your basket will help conserve water, and gel crystals can be 
added to the compost prior to planting. Limiting yourself to two or three colours of plants 
makes for a more eye-catching display. Try orange, yellow and apricot for a bit of zing or 
deep red, purple and blue for a more muted look, or contrast colours using the opposite 
spectrum of the colour wheel. Keep your pots and hanging baskets well-watered and fed 
throughout the summer.

Some plants have already had their fling this year. Once camellias and rhododendrons 
have finished flowering, carefully remove the spent flowers without damaging the newly 
emerging shoots. Feed and water the plants with ericaceous plant feed. Let the leaves of 
faded tulips die down and carefully lift the plant using a garden fork. Place them on a 
sheet of newspaper to dry out and store them in a cool, dry place until autumn. 

Remember to dead-head your flowers to encourage more flowers later in the season.
If you have trees or shrubs you can extend their flowering season by growing clematis 

or a climbing rose through them, choosing a contrasting colour of flower. Plant it on the 
north side of its ‘host’ as it will naturally grow towards the south.

easy-care plants for year-round form and texture

evergreen shrubs: yew (taxus baccata), box (buxus sempervirens), mexican orange 
blossom (choisya ternata), cherry laurel(prunus laurocerasus), sweet box (sarcococea 
confusa), silver bush (convolulus cneorum)

Ground Cover: elephants ears (bergenia), bugle (ajuga reptans), lambs ears (stachys 
byzantine), japanese spurge (pachysandra terminalis)

Architectural plants: new zealand flax (phormium tenax), bamboos, yuccas, palms

Climbers: star jasmine (trachelospernum jasminoides)

Grasses: miscanthus sinensis, blue fescue (festuca glauca), black lilyturf (ophiopogen 
planiscapus nigrescens)

Composting at home is a great way to 
dispose of your kitchen and garden 

waste. 

* It reduces waste sent to landfill.
* It saves money by avoiding having to 
buy compost.
* It provides a free soil conditioner and 
helps soil retain moisture.
* It improves plant health and growth, and 
can increase yields of fruit, vegetables, 

flowers and herbs.
For information and advice on home 

composting visit www.stirling.gov.uk/
waste, www.wasteawarescotland.org.uk 
or call the Home Composting Helpline 

on 0845 600 0323 or email homecompost@
wasteawarescotland.org.uk. 

Compost bins at special prices can be 
ordered via the Waste Aware Scotland 
website www.wasteawarescotland.org.uk or 
by calling the order line on 0845 077 0756.

home comPosting
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how we grew uP
liFe BeFore the ‘nanny’ state
Bob Sharp and others

If you’re over 50 years of age I’m sure you’ll 
empathise with many things mentioned in 
this article. The basis of it was taken from 

an email attachment sent to me by a friend.  
He in turn had received it from a colleague 
and so on. I’ve added to it with some of my 
own memories and experiences of childhood. 
Read on and reflect how good it was to 
grow up as kids before political correctness, 
lawyers and the government regulated our 
lives and before the culture of fear in society 
put an end to childhood adventures.                                                   

We survived even though we were 
born to mothers who smoked and/or drank 
while they carried us. They took aspirin, ate 
blue cheese and tuna from a can. Our 
baby cots and most toys were covered 
with bright coloured lead-based 
paints. There were no childproof 
lids on medicine bottles, doors 
or cabinets and when we rode our 
bikes, we had no helmets or shoes. 
We took risks cadging lifts from 
strangers and scrumping apples from 
neighbours’ gardens but never viewed 
these as risks. Coal smoke polluted the 
atmosphere and wearing additional woolly 
clothes compensated for the absence of 
central heating. 

As children we rode in cars with no seat 
belts, or air bags. Travelling in the front was 
a treat and a trip to the coast on a warm day 
was always special. We drank water from the 
garden hose and public fountains and not from 
a bottle. Take-away food was limited to fish 
and chips - no pizza shops, McDonalds, KFC, 
Subway or Kebabs. For a penny you could 
buy a bag of ‘scratchings’ (pieces of batter) 
from the fish and chip shop. Laced with fat 
they tasted great. All the shops closed at 
6.00pm and only opened for a few hours at 
weekends, but somehow we didn’t starve to 
death. We shared one soft drink with four 
friends from a bottle and no one caught 
anything nasty or actually died. Cod liver oil 
tablets, Haliborange tablets and spoonfuls of 
Virol kept the bugs at bay and only one child 
in a 1000 was overweight.  You were rarely 

ill because your 
immune system 
was strengthened 
through playing 

outside in all weathers. You could collect old 
drink bottles and cash them in at the corner 
shop and buy fruit Spangles and proper-sized 
Mars bars with the proceeds. 
Packets of crisps contained more 
than 6 crisps and you could 
only buy one kind – plain. 
Sprinkling salt from the blue 
bag was all part of the pleasure. 
Every November you would 
spend your pocket money (half 
a crown if you were lucky) on 
penny bangers. When dropped 
into drain covers they made a 
wonderful ‘thump’ and when 
you ‘posted’ them in people’s 
letter boxes (normally, the 
most disliked neighbour) you ran away like 
the wind and became fit in the process. 
Kids ate bread and butter pudding, dripping 

sandwiches, white bread and real butter 
and drank soft drinks laced with 

sugar, but they never put on weight 
– because they were always out 
playing. We would leave home in 
the morning and play all day as 
long as we were back when the 
streetlights came on. We rode our 
bikes in packs of seven and wore 
our coats only by the hood.

No mobile phones - no one 
was able to reach us all day. We 
spoke to each other, argued and 

made plans for the weekend. We would spend 
hours building go carts out of scraps and 
then ride down the hill, only to find out we 
forgotten about brakes or steering. We built 
tree houses and dens, played in streams and 
made boats from balsa wood. If our parents 
had a TV we watched Muffin the Mule. We 
didn’t have Playstations, Nintendo’s, X-boxes, 
video games, 99 channels on Sky, video 
tape or DVD movies.  No surround sound, 
no personal computers, no Internet or 
Internet chat rooms; we invented games, 
played marbles, hopscotch and ‘rat a tat 
ginger’, sped around the block on our roller 
skates, explored the great outdoors, played 
with our mates and made friends with people 
we still know today. We all joined the scouts 

John Gray

Aah…the peace and quiet of the 
countryside!  In spring and summer 
we all like to enjoy our gardens and 

local walks.  Granted, there’s generally a 
low rumble of traffic on the A81; depending 
which way the wind blows, you may hear 
aeroplanes climbing, but generally you can 
hear yourself think and speak.  In recent 
years, however, the sightseeing helicopter 
flights from Strathblane Helipad, (aka 
Muirhouse Quarry) have become a regular 
feature of the soundscape especially on 
spring and summer afternoons.  

There are other helicopters, such as 
police and Mountain Rescue, that fly 
overhead and sometimes linger, so not all 
helicopter noise is down to the Strathblane 
Helipad. But then occasional flights are 

not the problem: for many residents, 
particularly those on the higher ground in 
the south of the village, the same machine 
chugging back and forth every 15 minutes, 
taking off and landing close by, and flying 
low over the moor and village, is a different 
matter.  The intrusion into their leisure or 
working environment has clearly become a 
real nuisance.  Even indoors, and down in 
the valley, there are afternoons when I find 
my windows booming all afternoon as if a 
freight train was rolling by.

We are proud of our landscape and proud 
to share it with all manner of visitors.  The 
views and excitement of a helicopter trip 
must be spectacular.  What a pity there’s 
such a loss of amenity for both residents 
and visitors using more mundane forms 
of transport such as walking and cycling.  
Impact on wildlife and livestock is another 

helicoPter nuisance

or guides and learned lifelong skills.  
We fell out of trees, got cragfast on steep 

ground, suffered cut arms and legs, broken 
bones and teeth. There were no lawsuits from 
these incidents and nobody was blamed.  
First aid was a loving cuddle from your Mum 
and Elastoplasts were made of material that 

actually stayed on your finger. 
Only girls had pierced ears. 
We played with worms, made 
mud pies from dirt, blocked 
streams with dams made from 
stones, caught frogs and newts 
and scaled tall trees to find 
birds’ nests. You could only 
buy Easter eggs and hot 
cross buns at Easter time 
and sales only started after 
Christmas. We had air guns 

and catapults for our birthdays. 
Toys were made in England.  

They were made from metal, never broke and 
worked for years. We rode bikes or walked 
to a friend’s house and knocked on the door 
or rang the bell, or just yelled for them from 
the street.  Mum didn’t have to go to work to 
help dad make end’s meet. Meals were eaten 
together at the dining table. Peas came in 
pods, milk had cream on top and jam tasted 
of fruit.

Footy had tryouts and not everyone made 
the team. Those who didn’t had to learn to 
deal with disappointment and failure. If the 
ball broke, a tin can made a great substitute. 
Teachers used to belt us with canes and leather 
straps and bullies always ruled the playground 
at school. Suffering an indignity such as 
having your head pushed down a flushing toilet 
was an accepted part of being a new pupil – 
you never whinged to anyone. The idea of a 
parent bailing us out if we broke the law was 
unheard of. Parents actually sided with the 
law. Coppers gave us a ticking off if we were 
caught being mischievous and they didn’t 
record anything in their notebooks. Most of 
all we had freedom, experienced failure, pain, 
success, challenge and responsibility and we 
learned how to deal with it all. The generation 
that grew up in the 50s and 60s has produced 
some of the best risk takers, problem solvers 
and inventors ever and the past 50 years have 
been an explosion of innovation and new 
ideas.

Aren’t you glad you were there?

concern.  
The Community 

Council has tried over the 
winter and early spring to engage with 
the operator, Lothian Helicopters.  We 
received encouraging noises (pardon the 
pun), but nothing of substance.   We are 
trying to clarify when the trips are meant 
to be happening and under what conditions, 
and to see if we can discuss routes, heights 
etc..  What is also needed, however, is for 
as many interested residents as possible to 
keep a written log of the flights, with dates, 
times and any identification of the aircraft 
involved.  If you have any information 
logged, call me on 771031 or email cc@
strathblanefield.org.uk.  Feel free of course 
to make your own noise with Lothian 
Helicopters and/or Stirling Council and 
copy us in on your correspondence.
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The past few months have been relatively 
quiet for the rescue team. There have 
been several call outs, but these have 

been for minor lower leg injuries where the 
casualty was  easily evacuated with the help 
of other services such as the Royal Navy 
helicopter from HMS Gannet and, in one 
case, the Ardlui to Inversnaid ferry. In fact, 
on one rescue on Conic Hill, the Ambulance 
Service helicopter broke down and had to be 
rescued by the Strathclyde Police helicopter!  

It is interesting to note the reliance we 
have nowadays on technological support for 
rescues. Today all Lomond MRT members 
carry a GPS device so they can pinpoint 
and report their exact position, and trials are 
currently underway with radio microphones 
where real time tracking of personnel on the 

hill is possible. This is only part of 
the increasing reliance we have on 
technology where, as mentioned 
above, we use air and water transport 
to help us in recovering injured 
casualties. The control of searches 
is also much more complex with 
computer mapping and tracking 
becoming common place.

  To keep up with these 
developments, Lomond MRT 
decided around two years ago that 
a new Search Command Vehicle 
was required. An initial estimate 
for the cost of this was around 
forty thousand pounds. A fund 

raising committee was formed, headed by 
Simon Jones from Strathblane, and they set 
to work on a multi-year project to raise the 
necessary funds. Fortunately for us one of 
the letters appealing for support landed with 
the Robertson Trust. This is an organisation 
that exists to give yearly charitable donations 
using funds generated by the Robertson 
family. We were very grateful and delighted 
that they agreed to provide funds for the new 
vehicle.  Wonderful news for Simon and his 
group saving many years of fund raising.

It turned out that raising the funds was 
only half of the problem. The required 
vehicle needed to have four wheel drive yet 
be considerably larger than a Land Rover to 
allow search control to be handled efficiently. 
Enquiries were made to all the major van 

suppliers and it became apparent that no four 
wheel drive van was available on the market, 
though new models were promised by Ford 
and Mercedes for late 2008/2009.  This was 
a major obstacle and many alternatives were 
considered, such as having a normal vehicle 
modified to four wheel drive. However, our 
equipment officer, Ian Dawson of Gartmore, 
persuaded Ford to allow us to have the first 
of the new Ford Transit vans with four wheel 
drive to be sent to the UK. Indeed this was 
originally scheduled as their national launch 
vehicle and so Lomond MRT will have this in 
advance of Ford UK. In early May the vehicle 
was shipped from Turkey where it was built 
and is currently waiting to be fitted out as the 
new Lomond MRT Search Control Vehicle.

Whoever thought it would be so difficult 
to buy a white van?

MrT TiP:
The long days are coming in and with 

them the curse of the midge. There are 
many ways of protecting yourself from these 
microscopic horrors from the simple net to 
an infinite array of chemical deterrents. If 
you choose one of the chemical variety it is 
always better to try it out first in the safety of 
you own garden. Many of these products are 
not particularly effective and some can cause 
strong allergic reactions that  not only can be 
uncomfortable, but in some cases have led 
to extreme illness and helicopter evacuation 
from the hill. 

mountain rescue

Martin McCallum

ellie Mills, Mugdock ranger

You will have probably noticed that 
the first bumblebees were out and 
about by the end of March this year. 

These bees, usually seen flying close to the 
ground in circles, were queens looking for 
suitable places to nest over the summer. 
Some species of bumblebee will nest in the 
abandoned burrows of mice and other small 
rodents, or even in last years bird boxes. 
Others make their nests above ground in 
grass or leaf litter. 

Once the queen has found a suitable place 
to nest she will lay between 100 and 200 eggs 
as her first brood. She will incubate these 
eggs by sitting on them and shivering her 
flight muscles to warm them. All bees have 
this unusual skill, they are able to unhook 
their flight muscles from their wings and use 
these muscles to warm themselves up before 
using them to fly, bumblebee queens use this 
skill to their advantage to heat their eggs.

The first broods will be comprised of 
female worker bees that are noticeably 
smaller than the queens. As the summer 
goes by and the colony grows the queen 
starts to produce females that will go on to 
become future queens. She will also begin to 
produce a small number of male young. Male 
bumblebees do not collect pollen and so can 
be distinguished from the females by their 
lack of pollen baskets on the legs. Towards 
the end of the summer the males and the 
queens leave the nest to find mates.

Bumblebee colonies have an annual 
life cycle, they do not store enough food to 
survive through the winter in the same ways 
that honey bees do. The only members of the 
colony to survive until the next summer will 

be the new queens who, once they have mated, 
will spend the winter alone underground and 
emerge in the spring to begin the cycle once 
again.

To encourage bees into your garden you 
need to provide them with the right food. 
Bees feed exclusively on pollen and nectar, 
while almost all flowers can provide this, 
many cultivated garden plants produce little 
nectar and pollen or are not easily accessible 
to bees. Different bumble bee species have 
different length tongues and so it is important 
to have a variety of flowers on offer to attract 
as many bumblebee species as possible. Once 
a bee has learnt to forage from a particular 
type of flower they will tend to be loyal to that 
species of flower. If a bee’s tongue isn’t long 
enough to reach the nectar, they will bite a 
hole in the side of the flower to collect it. This 
is called robbing as the bees do not pollinate 
the flower when they collect nectar in this 
way and it can also damage the flower. As 
with all wildlife gardening, traditional native 
species of plants are often the best ones to go 
for; so try growing traditional cottage garden 
flowers, which also tend to be more resistant 
to slugs and other garden pests. Garden 
favourites such as bluebells, foxgloves and 
heather will attract several different species, 
herbs such as chives and thyme will be 
popular with the shorter tongued species. If 
you are unable to plant new things in your 
garden you could experiment with leaving 
sections of your lawn uncut until early August 
allowing clover and other self sewn flowers to 
bloom. After you have mown this section of 
lawn make sure that you put all the clippings 
on the compost heap, this will ensure that the 
nutrients naturally drop in that area and you 
will see more species of flower growing there 

each year.
Y o u 

can make 
your own 
bumble bee 
nest box 
too. Have a 
go at using 
some of the 
things that you have put aside in your garden 
shed for that rainy day including plant pots or 
old bricks and tiles that can simply be placed 
as a roof over a small, shallow hole in the 
ground. The key thing is that it is dark, dry 
and well ventilated with a hole that the bees 
can use to access it at ground level. The best 
place to site your nest box is in a sheltered spot 
out of direct sunlight next to a fence or a wall 
as this makes it easier for the bees to find. An 
entrance hole that is a minimum of 18mm in 
diameter works best, some bumblebees prefer 
a tunnel of 30 – 50 cm in length but others 
are happy to access the nest directly. The best 
materials to put inside the nest are things like 
dry moss, or hamster bedding. Avoid material 
with fine fibres like cotton wool as the bees 
will become tangled in these.

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is 
encouraging volunteers to help survey 

for bees in your area so that they can 
locate populations of rare bees and gather 
information on the distribution of more 
common species. To take part in Beewatch 
2008 you can download a recording form 
from www.bumbebeeconservationtrust.
co.uk. You will also find an ID sheet here 
with the most common species of bee 
along with some of the rarer ones to help 
you identify what bee you have seen.

humBle BumBleBees
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Morag roy

This year our local scout troop, 36th 
(Strathblane) Forth Valley, celebrates 
100 years of scouting. We are 

extremely fortunate to have the first Record 
and Minute Book and the opening words of 
the book are: 

“Records and Minute Book of the 7th 
(Strathblane) Troop of the Stirlingshire 
Boy Scouts.

The 7th (Strathblane) Troop was 
begun, and, for some months worked, 
with very little formality, but its success 
now (in January 1910) justifies 
the belief that a short record of 
its history should prove of interest 
and ought to form the preface to 
the Minute Book now intended to 
be kept.”

The following are extracts from 
these entries (unfortunately, not all 
months/years have been recorded)

1908 - Five boys were enrolled 
by Miss Edith Gairdner at Parklea, 
Blanefield (now Blanefield House 
Nursing Home) on 14th August 1908. 
Thereafter, Mr. William Kinghorn, 
late of the 3rd Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders took charge of the boys 
as Scoutmaster.  

The troop met for 2 nights each 
week during the winter months at the 
Gatehouse, Blanefield. (This building 
was in Station Road). The boys 
received instruction in shooting with 
air-rifle and in semaphore signalling.

1909 March - After much fundraising, 
totalling £10.14. 0d, the boys were provided 
with their uniforms, they themselves 
purchasing their stockings and shorts. In 
August they attended their first Church 
Parade at Strathblane Parish Church.

13th September - King Edward 
inspected the troop after his visit to Sir 
Archibald Edmonstone at Duntreath 
Castle.  His Majesty made many enquiries 
as to the age of the boys and the instruction 
they received and was pleased to express 
his approval of their smart appearance 
and to wish them success.  Scoutmaster 
Kinghorn, being in the responsible position 
of signalman at Blanefield Station was 
unable to be on parade.

October 2nd - 16 boys were present at 
Scotstoun when the Chief Scout, General 
Robert Baden Powell inspected about 6000 
Boy Scouts of the Scottish Organisation of 
Boy Scouts.

1910 January -The rent of the hall was 
£1.11.6d so as an aid of Troop Funds an 
Entertainment Evening was arranged (see 
programme).

In the spring of both 1909 and 1910 the 
Troop gave useful assistance in a fox-drive 
organised by farmers who had lost many 
lambs owing to the depredations of foxes on 
the Campsie Hills.  On the second occasion 

a scout was instrumental in probably 
saving the life of a Mr. Stanley Craig who 
was found to be missing from the party and 
was discovered in an unconscious state on 
the hill.

On May 20th the Troop attended 
the Memorial Service held in the Parish 
Church on the day of the funeral of King 
Edward.  The recollection of his kindness 
in having inspected them only a few months 
previously made their regret for his death 
all the more sincere.

1911 - During the winter, weekly 
meetings took place for several months but 
the attendance was disappointingly small, 
and an unfortunate tendency to rowdyism 
interfered with discipline. Under these 
circumstances at the end of February it was 

thought better not to allow the boys to meet 
for a time.

April 12th - Work was resumed.  There 
was an excellent turn out of boys – 14 being 
present.  A system of points for attendance, 

marksmanship, signalling etc. has 
been instituted which it is hoped will 
keep up the boys’ interest.

June 23rd eight boys paraded, 
and after saluting the Union Jack and 
singing “God Save the King” marched 
to the Parish Church and took part 
in the Service in celebration of the 
Coronation of King George V and 
Queen Mary.

During this month the Scout Master 
received notice that the Troop’s number 
is changed to 18th Stirlingshire.

In July, a rally was held at 
Blanefield where special attention was 
given to the boys selected to attend the 
Rally to be held by H.M. the King in 
Edinburgh.

In September it was decided that 
the new part of the School should be 
applied for as a Scout Hall.

1912 January 12th - an 
Entertainment, in connection with the 

troop, was held in the Pavilion, Blanefield. 
(This building was behind where the “Take-
Away-Food” Shop is now). Sir Archibald 
Edmonstone, one of the Vice Presidents 
of the County Association kindly took the 
chair and presided over a large audience. 
The sale of tickets resulted in a substantial 
increase to the funds of £9.14.8d

July - boys were taken to camp out near 
Dungoyach Farm where they put up two 
tents on a very suitable camping ground. 
On Saturday the scouts gave good help 
with the hay which was much appreciated.

11th September - It was decided, with 
regret, to disband the troop owing to the 
difficulty of finding Scout Masters able to 
devote sufficient time to the troop.

 1920 March - the Strathblane Troop 
of Boy Scouts was again re-organised, 

and on 3rd April, 17 
boys were invested 
as Tenderfoot 
Scouts. Mr. A. A. 
Scott was appointed 
Scoutmaster and 
the troop was 
registered as the 36th 
Stirlingshire Troop.  
During the summer 
months the meetings 
were twice weekly 
when they were 
instructed in Scout 
Law, signalling etc.

It now being 
thought necessary 
to have a Local 

100 years oF scouting 
the First 50

Extract from the Minute Book.

Scouts on parade for the visit of King 
Edward VII in 1909.
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Committee in the interests of the Movement, 
a meeting was held in the Village Club 
and on 3rd September a Committee was 
formed.

 In 1922 the Minutes Book changed 
to Minutes of the AGM of the 
Group.

1925 - In June twelve boys 
had been drafted from the cubs 
into the scouts. This is the first 
mention of cubs in the record 
book. Scottish Scout Week 
took place. 

1927 february - Col. 
Macfarlane intimated his 
desire to present the troop with 
a hut for their weekly meetings 
if a site could be got.  This was 
to be looked into.

1929 february - Troop not quite as big 
as previous years but the cubs were quite 
strong and it was proposed to form a troop 
of rovers but there was some difficulty in 
getting a leader with experience.

1930 february - Cubs, Scouts and 

This was taken in the 1950s with leaders Bob Gair and 
Donald McIntyre.

Left to right: Andrew Wilson, Angus Brown, David 
Armstrong, Jackie Milligan, Jim Ferguson, Alistair 
Cook and Gerald Milligan, some time in the 1950s.

Rovers very healthy in 
numbers and doing a lot of 
good work in the community.

October - Col. Macfarlane 
anxious to fulfil his offer to 
provide accommodation. Two 
schemes were submitted. The 
first scheme of an entirely new 
building was turned down. 
The second scheme which 
was to renovate and add to the 
pavilion was agreed to.

1931 May - A very 
successful display had been 
held by the boys in the 
Edmonstone Hall. The Rovers 
were strong in numbers and 

were very keen

1932 March - Scouts and cubs were 
up to the usual strength but their meetings 
were hindered for lack of accommodation.  

The cubs at the Hospital were 
doing well and were very keen. 
The Rovers were carrying on 
as usual wand were strong in 
numbers. The question of the 
football field was raised and it 
was agreed that the rent was a 
big liability on the scout funds. 
After some discussion it was 
agreed to hold the matter over 
meantime.

 1933 february - The troop 
was still hampered 
by lack of suitable 
accommodation. It 
was suggested that 

the secretary get in touch with 
the Education Authority with a 
view to securing the use of the 
Woodwork and Cookery rooms 
of Strathblane School. (This was 
Strathblane Public School situated 
at the junction of Station Road and 

the A81). The question of the 
Rover Crew was again raised 
and after much discussion 
it was agreed to disband the 
crew meantime as it was 
considered that they were 
no longer serving a useful 
purpose in the district.

1934, 1935, 1936 – NO 
RECORD

 1937 March - The scoutmaster 
reported that the troop was carrying on 
as usual. The meetings were at present 
being held in Mr. Scott’s workshop. 
(This workshop was situated where 
“Whatnots” Antiques is now). The cubs 
are meeting in the school. Milngavie 
Players booked to raise funds for the 
Childrens Home Hospital. (This was 
situated at the lower end of Milndavie 
Road).

Mr. Scott was congratulated on 
receiving the Medal of Merit for sixteen 
years service.

1938 - 1945 NO RECORD

 1946 - It was agreed that Mr. Alex. 
E. Scott be appointed Scoutmaster. (This 
following the death of Mr. A. A. Scott 
earlier in the year.)

1947 May -The boys had run a very 

Date and people unknown - does anyone 
recognise any of these?

successful Jumble Sale and were able to buy 
two new tents from the proceeds.

Col.McFarlane said he had tried very 
hard to secure a hut but unfortunately the 
squatters had taken possession and could not 
be put out. 

1948 April - The Scoutmaster reported 
that we had been offered a piece of ground 
by the County Council and after some 
discussion it was agreed that we should 
accept their offer. (This is where the present 
Scout Hall stands).

1950 - The boys had organised a jumble 
sale which had raised £19.9.3d. They had 
also raised £2 from the bob-a-job week.   
The inside of the hut had been painted by 
the scouts and a very fine job was made of 

it.  The scoutmaster intimated that the Girl 
Guides had been given the use of the hut.

1953 - Mr. Meighan was now scoutmaster 
and stated that the number of boys had 
increased considerably.  When he took over 
there were 8 now there were 20.  The scouts 
had a library section, a rabbit club, a table 
tennis club, a football team and a canteen.

A bridge building competition had been 
held – all of which were excellent.

The question of paying off the debt on 
the hut was discussed and as funds were now 
available this matter was to be attended to. 

1955 September - First meeting of new 
parents committee was held in the scout 
hut. It was agreed to hold separate parents 
nights for the scouts and cubs. The scouts’ 
night was fixed for 20th January 1956 in the 
Edmonstone Hall.    

A Sale of Work was arranged to raise 
funds especially for Troop Flags.  It was 
agreed to leave this to the lady members of 
the committee.
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robert S davy

The War Drake represents one of the 
most successful and surreal attempts 
to reduce the losses due to German 

submarines during the First World War.  
Although she was only one of over twenty 
cargo vessels mass produced in 1918 to 
replace losses by submarines, it is her 
decoration which makes her interesting.  

In the spring of 1917 there were 
hundreds of German submarines (U-boats) 
operating in the Atlantic and North Sea.  
As many as 60 ships a week were being lost 
to U-boats, which could have led to Britain 
being starved into defeat.

A young naval lieutenant called 
Norman Wilkinson, who was also a marine 
artist, knew that a U-boat commander had 
to know the co-ordinates of the bow, stern 
and funnel of his target (there was no 
sophisticated electronic equipment in those 
days) to calculate the path of his torpedo.  
Wilkinson’s proposal was to confuse or 
dazzle the U-boat commanders by painting 
the ships with patterns and coloured shapes 
which would change the outline of the ship 
and result in the torpedo missing its target.

Sir Joseph Maclay, the Minister of 
Shipping, was impressed and instructed 50 
merchant ships on the North Atlantic run 
to receive ‘dazzle camouflage’. The War 
Drake model shows how incredible these 
designs were.

Wilkinson pulled together a team 
of bohemian artists, illustrators and 
cartoonists who, incredibly, worked in 
the staid environment of the Admiralty 
in Piccadilly. One of these artists was 
Edward Wadsworth who was a member of 

the Vorticism movement which 
had grown out of Picasso’s Cubist 
movement. Warships now entered 
drydock and sailed out with 
amazing brightly coloured stripes 
on their hulls and superstructures.  

To test the suitability of their 
designs the artists set up a dummy 
periscope and placed ship models, 
painted with the selected pattern, 
on a turntable which when rotated 
allowed assessment to be made as 
to how good their efforts were. Many curious 
visitors came to view the testing including 
King George V who was invited to test the 
designs. Wilkinson set the turntable at a 
course of east-south-east (4 o’clock) and 
asked the King to give his opinion on the 
course – giving him only a short time to 
do so. The King gave his judgement as 
south-west (7.40) and therefore missed.  
Having received the King’s approval, the 
‘dazzle’ project now spread to all the main 
ports and the huge Olympic (sister ship of 
the Titanic) became a masterpiece being 
painted in yellow, blue and red.

On May 12, 1918, Olympic, which 
was used as a troopship for US forces, 
came upon a German submarine on the 
surface. She rammed and destroyed the 
U-boat becoming the only merchant ship 
in history to sink an enemy warship. To 
honour this event the grateful US soldiers 
provided a plaque which was mounted 
on a prominent position on the Olympic.  
As a result the American navy adopted 
the idea and produced many wild and 
wonderful designs to such an extent that 
the sea seemed to one sailor to be “full of 
Easter eggs”. The success of the project 

can be gauged by the fact that less than 
one per cent of ‘dazzled’ American ships 
were torpedoed and it is said that even an 
experienced British sea captain believed 
that a ship he was observing appeared to 
be heading in the opposite direction.

At the end of the war Wilkinson received 
an OBE from the King and £2000, a huge 
sum in these days, from the Commission 
for Inventions. Examples of Wadsworth’s 
work can be seen in London’s Tate Britain 
Gallery.

As a postscript: the War Drake hides 
two other devices designed to further 

confuse her enemies. Attached to the 
funnel is a large wheel, which when turned 
could divert smoke from her coal fired 
boilers on to the sea around the ship. This 
formed a smokescreen which would allow 
her to evade the U-boat. In addition her 
main mast is set off-centre to confuse an 
enemy approaching from the rear.

War Drake was later renamed Mount 
Everest and remained in service into the 
1950s. The use of dazzle camouflage 
continued into the Second World War but 
not on the same scale.

tales From the museum 
oF transPort:
the war drake - a dazzling success

Wendy Barrett, val MacCorquodale
Strathblane Primary fundraisers

This year’s Summer Fayre was held 
on Saturday the 17th of May and 
this year again the event proved to 

be a great success and a very enjoyable 
morning for all the staff, pupils, parents 
and local people who turned out to support 
this day, one of the school’s major annual 
fundraising efforts.

Thankfully, the good weather enjoyed 
over the previous couple of weeks held, 
despite the overnight and early morning 
rain and all the outdoor “Olympic” 
activities could be held. It has to be said 
it was a tad chillier than we’ve had over 
the last while, so a special thanks to the 
mums and dads who manned the outdoor 
activities. It was nice to see so many dads 
helping out outdoors. Amazing what a 
man will do when he’s given a clipboard! 

The children were able to enjoy a range 
of activities such as javelin, shot putt, long 
jump, hurdles and golf. Disappointingly 
but not surprisingly, there were few 
volunteers amidst the parent body to stick 
their heads in the sponge throwing board 
for a good soaking. Well done to a very 

courageous Emily Barrett who willingly 
got herself wet for the cause!

Also outside, hot dogs and juice were 
on sale courtesy of the father and daughter 
team Colin Creswell and Sarah Kelly and 
their band of Scouts. A selection of P1-P7 
pupils took part in a one- mile race, the 
winners of which sported a fine medal to 
mark their success. Well done to all the 
runners for taking part!

Indoor, people were able to purchase 
a variety of items from a wide range of 
stalls including, Free-trade products, 
books, paintings, prints, cards, jewellery 
& trinkets, ceramics etc. The Brownies 
and their leaders served teas, coffees 
and cakes and fresh baking and popcorn 
was available for eating on site or taking 
home. Other activities enjoyed were face 
painting, pillow fighting and beat- the-
goalie run by the guides.

Those in search of something more 
relaxing and soothing were able to enjoy 
a 15- minute session in the therapy room 
where reiki, Indian massage, nail polishing 
and eyebrow plucking (not so relaxing!!) 
were amongst the treatments on offer.

Congratulations to Miss Rachel Allen 
and her P4 class who sold a massive 72 

copies of their very own recipe book (see 
page 13).

As a special feature and novelty, in 
keeping with our “Olympic Games” 
theme, we were very fortunate to host a 
Chinese calligraphy stall where Kejung 
Quian produced prints with the children’s 
names in Chinese for a mere £1.50. That 
really was something very special and not 
surprisingly did a lot of trade.

The SPF hope that an enjoyable fayre 
was had by all and would like to thank all 
the pupils, teachers, parents and friends 
who helped out on the day. Thank you too 
to parents, grandparents, local people and 
stallholders for your generous donations 
to the raffle. 

Your generosity and willingness to 
support the school’s fundraising efforts 
are always appreciated. We simply 
couldn’t do it without you!

Finally, we are very pleased to say that 
thanks to everyone’s efforts, this year’s 
Summer Fare managed to raise £1200!! A 
huge thank you to all involved!

So thank you again for continuing to 
support Strathblane Primary School and 
its pupils!             (Continued over)

Primary school summer Fayre
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fergus Mitchell

With the Strathblane Parent 
Council’s last meeting of the 
2007-2008 term drawing near 

(June 17th), we find ourselves getting 
nostalgic, and looking back on a busy first 
few months in existence.

A lot of our activities since the AGM in 
November have been behind the scenes, but 
none the less important. We decided that we 
should consult as soon as possible on the 
issues parents, teachers and staff felt most 
strongly about, and so, following a survey 
carried out at the beginning of 2008, we 
were able to produce a ‘top 12’, which we 
then formed into statements, and asked the 
parents to rate them on a five point scale, 
ranging from ‘fine as it is’ to ‘requires 
urgent action’. The top five statements 
were the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA), 
anti-bullying strategies, homework, school 
dinners and studying foreign languages.

Some of those issues are already being 
dealt with by the school. The ‘Bounce-Back’ 
anti-bullying scheme has been successfully 
implemented, and homework forms part 
of the school’s action plan following on 
from the HMIe report. After-school French 
lessons have been initiated by P3 teacher 
Rhona McCrae for primaries 3 and 4. Parent 
Council member Bernd Schwahn also sits 
on the School Nutrition Action Group, who 
are working with Head Teacher Jennifer 

Cunningham, Stirling Council, 
pupils and parents to look at 
ways of improving the uptake of 
school meals.

That leaves the number one 
issue, the Multi Use Games 
Area. Parent Council member 
Charlie Haggerty spent many 
months following up on the 
good work of the former 
School Board only to make an 
unpleasant discovery. Virtually 
all of the pledged funding for 
the project had either lapsed, 
been re-deployed or simply withdrawn (see 
back page). This left us back more-or-less 
at square one, until we were approached 
by Simon Jones of the village’s Greenheart 
Campaign. Greenheart are currently in the 
midst of their project to enhance play and 
leisure facilities in the village, the second 
phase of which calls for a sports ground 
very similar to our own MUGA project. 
Simon made the suggestion that both 
parties could benefit from a joint project 
(or indeed, be harmed by rival campaigns) 
and at the 6th of May meeting, the Parent 
Council and Greenheart officially joined 
forces to pursue a multi-sports facility for 
the use of the school, and indeed all in the 
village. It’ll be some time before any of us 
get to use the MUGA, but we’re confident 
that the project’s well and truly back on 
track.

school Parent council

As part of our end-of-term round up, Parent Council 
Chair Andy Thompson answers the two BIG 

questions...

What does the Parent Council do?
The Parent Council’s role is to 

encourage and enable as many parents 
as would like to be directly involved 
in ideas and activities in Strathblane 
Primary School and to represent the 
range of opinions on issues they think 
are important.  Research evidence 
tells us that parental involvement in 
children’s education improves the 
experience that children have and 
their educational outcomes.  It also 
increases parents’ understanding of, 
and satisfaction with, the ways in 
which their children are learning.  
As well as being democratic, it 
means that, working in partnership with teachers, we can 
help to contribute to the provision of a high standard of 
education for our children.

What doesn’t the Parent Council do?
Unlike some other ways of involving parents in 

schools, the Parent Council is not a group that chooses 
to do things on behalf of parents, nor is it a group of 
self-interested people who are there to push their own 
agendas to the exclusion of others.  Some of the Parent 
Council members will have particular interests in being 
involved in some of the projects and working groups, but 
only as parents.  Involvement in these groups is open to 
all who have children at the school, and it is these groups 
that will try to take on and advance particular issues on 
behalf of all parents.  Major developments and decisions 
can then be reported at the Parent Council’s  open, public 
meetings.

You can join us for our next public meeting, the last 
in the 2007-2008 term, on Tuesday 17th June at 7.45, in 
the school. 

to do or not to do

Andy Thompson, 
chair of the 
Parent Council

The replanted garden by the school entrance

If you have children in the school 
and are interested in getting 

involved in fundraising events, the 
SPF are always looking for new 
members and fresh ideas. This year 
alone SPF money has gone towards 
the new adventure trail (shown 

Finally, the school entrance got a new 
look as part of May’s Eco-Action day. Parent 
Council member Cathie Moir organised 
the re-planting of the beds with generous 
plant donations from parents, teachers and 
Oakwood Garden Centre... and of course, 
an army of small volunteers from the 
school. The children were delighted with 
the results, and hopefully will be an active 
part in keeping the beds in good condition.

If you’re keen to find out more about 
(or better still, get involved with) the 
Parent Council you can speak to Andy 
Thompson, Debbie Bolton, Cathie Moir, 
Gun Orgun, Charlie Haggerty, Bernd 
Schwahn or me in the playground, or 
contact us on our dedicated e-mail address 
strathparentcouncil@googlemail.com. We 
look forward to hearing from you!

above) which the pupils will 
enjoy in the new term. Work 
will be carried out during the 
summer break. 

If any parents can help, 
please contact Wendy Barratt 
at the school on 770608.
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Having had one issue of the Blane of 
silence from us… very appropriate 
for the library stereotype I know… 

we are back with lots of news!
Firstly, all the fiction on our adult 

library shelves has been completely 
weeded out and we now have a new look to 
the way the books are displayed. We know 
how too much choice becomes a problem 
and we have tried to choose a selection of 
interesting books to display, out on shelves 
for you to look at, rather than having to 
choose from rows and rows of book spines. 
We have a great board at the desk with 
suggestions from other readers about what 

would be good to read if you want a book 
to cheer you up, or a book to read on a long 
journey, or a really good thriller. We would 
welcome more comments and suggestions, 
so come along and add your tuppence 
worth!

Next, we no longer charge for book 
requests… Yes, all around you prices are 
going UP, charges are becoming HIGHER 
and costs are becoming WORSE, but WE 
are costing LESS than ever.

You can spend money down at your 
local library though, because we have lots 
of DVDs and books for sale now, so you 
can pick up bargains to keep as well as 
borrowing from us for nothing!

Off THe PAGe STrikeS AGAiN
In September, we are once more taking 

part in Stirling’s Book Festival. The Reading 
Group will be hosting a book and wine 
evening which will be open to everyone 
and any profits from the night will go to 
BookAid International. These nights in our 
library have been great fun in past festivals 
and we really hope lots of new faces will 
come along on Tuesday 16th September. 
On Thursday 18th, yet again we will fling 
open the library doors from 9am until 9pm. 
Share books, baking, coffee and chat on the 
day and help prove that the library in your 
community is worth valuing.

We continue to sell the Heritage Society 
tea towels and DVDs and we now have a 
lovely map leaflet for sale, “Walks Round 
Killearn”.

Forth Valley College have expanded 
their free “Learn @The Library” courses  
to include some for those who are still a bit 
wary of computers and IT (including digital 
photography and grappling with emails!)

You can register at the library and then 
work at your own pace at home, or in the 
library on line. Staff from the college come 
out to the library once a month to help with 
queries and to show you just how easy it is 
to learn new skills on various courses.

Finally, the other week, I had a class of 
primary school kids in, who asked me how 
long I had worked in Strathblane Library. 
When I told them how long it was, they 
thought it must be because I was so well 
paid! After the hollow laughter, I was able 
to say to them, as I want to say to all of 
you, that I work here because I really do 
think it is a great place to work, but I work 
in a library because I honestly believe that 
the gift of free books and helping people 
to have the chance to read and experiment 
with all sorts of new authors and genres is 
a tremendous thing for everyone.

Think about it, where else can you go 
that is free in the same way? A library, 

however, is only kept alive by being used 
and by proving useful… so.... are we doing 
one of these well enough and are you doing 
the other?
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Lynne James

use this free resource because 
it belongs to you all!

COMMuNiTy COuNCiLLOrS
See the ward map in the library

Blanefield Ward
David Anderson   770669
Willie Oswald   770497
Margaret Vass  770131
Fiona Murray   771497

Strathblane Ward 
Elspeth Posnett  770113
Alastair Smith  770120
Marjorie Peddie  770074
Finlay Fountain  770488

Mugdock Ward 
Philip Graves     0141 956 1954
Bob Flashman  770979
John Gray  771031

elizabeth Normand

Have you ever wondered what 
happens to your grey, brown 
and/or blue bin waste when it is 

removed from your doorstep? The Blane 
Valley Carbon Neutral group did, so we 
organised a field trip on 8th April to the 
Lower Polmaise recycling centre near 
Stirling. 

We were welcomed for a very 
informative guided tour of the public 
recycling facility, the rubbish reception 
shed and the brown bin composting area.  
The site is very well organised and the 
staff highly motivated and knowledgeable. 
Some information was relevant to all 
households within The Blane’s distribution 
area:

the Lower Polmaise site is open to • 
the public to receive a wide variety 
of materials for recycling, including 
batteries, bikes, electrical goods, 
mattresses and even metals;

all households in the region should have • 
received an explanatory leaflet, including 
a small permit card to gain access to the 
site, in summer of 2007. If you have no 
memory of this, and/or no permit card, 
then contact the council to be (re)issued 
with one;

if you need compost for your garden, • 
then you can collect up to two bags 
of award-winning compost per trip/
cardholder (bags and shovel provided) 
FREE - the product of a 16-week process 
turning your brown bin waste into high-
quality compost;

the Balfron site is being developed to • 
provide similar recycling facilities for us 
here in the “rural west” (although not the 
compost processing  - yet!).

So if you have some junk which you 
need rid of, see how much you can recycle 
at Balfron or Lower Polmaise – you’ll be 
amazed.

Members of the Carbon Neutral Group at 
Polmaise recycling centre with three members 
of staff.

Mary Brailey

The carbon neutral group’s bulk 
purchase scheme is now up and 
running, with four people taking part 

so far. Through the scheme, we place a 
collective online order for ‘green’ products 
– laundry, cleaning, energy-saving –from 
Thornhill company Green Essentials, and 

then distribute them from a single local 
address.

The scheme helps towards our ‘carbon-
neutral’ aim in three ways: 

the products themselves are selected • 
because they try to minimise harm to 
the environment
having collective orders delivered to • 
one address in the village reduces the 
carbon emissions from transport
bulk buying means less packaging: • 
individuals can re-use their own 
containers to refill from large 
dispensers.

If you’d like to join in, or find out more 
about the scheme, contact Mary Brailey on 
771613 or marybrailey@btinternet.com.

recycling triP to Polmaise

Village Bulk 
Purchase scheme
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We wish to reflect the views and opinions 
of the whole community without including 
anything that would offend anyone. We 
would emphasise that the views expressed 
in the Blane are not necessarily those of 
the editor and he retains the right to have 
the final say on any articles included.

doctors Surgeries
Strathblane  770340
Killearn   550339
(prescription line)  550095

Police   770224
Crimestoppers    0800 555111
Post Office  770291
Pharmacy  770731
Primary School  770608
Royal Bank  770610
Library   770737

Bookings
Edmonstone Hall  770555
VillageClub  771956

BLANe TeAM

Morag roy   770863
 roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’donnell 770748
 murray.odonnell@virgin.net

Alastair Smith  770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk

Bill Woodger  770940
  billwoodger@email.com

Mary Brailey  771613
mary@brailey2.freeserve.co.uk

Patsy fischbacher          770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net

useFul numBers
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Natalie O’donnell and 
Anna McCallum

We went to Cuthbertson 
Primary on the 27th March. 
We arrived at the school 

by coach. Our class was taken into 
the P5 classroom. They gave us a 
snack.  We discussed things such as 
hobbies and personal life. 

Then our pairs got into groups 
of 4 and wrote differences and 
similarities about the school. Soon after we had playtime (which was lots of fun). Then 
our classes went in to finish the writing. After that we had lunch (mmmmmm).  When we 
got in from lunch we got ready to go to a Mosque. 

The Mosque was called Glasgow Central Mosque. When we entered the building we 
were asked to take our shoes off. Next we went into the entrance hall. We were told that 5 
times a day Muslims come to pray. 

Next we went into the washing room which is used, as it suggests in the name, for 
washing before prayer.  Then we went into the Main Hall. The girls don’t usually get to 
go in the Main Hall so it was really good. After that we went upstairs to where the girls 
and women pray.

We’re looking forward to Cuthbertson Primary 5 visiting our school on June 5th.

our day at 
cuthBertson

kristopher kulwicki, Adam kennedy and Neil McCallum

This year our challenge was to build a vehicle, using recycled 
materials, that could carry an egg safely down a slope in the 
fastest time.

The challenge was hard (even harder if you chose to work on your 
own!) but we think it was all worth it!. Everyone was busy building and 
testing their inventions.

One team decided to make a pulley system, but that didn’t work. 
The team, ‘Super Tube’ had a really good 
idea and other teams tried to copy it.

The winning team for speed was 
AMO, Andrew Appleton, Ian McGregor 
and Michael O’Neill.

The winning team for design was 
‘Military Mayhem’, Kristopher Kulwicki, 
Mark Shields and Neil McCallum.

In the end everybody did well (even if 
they did stop half way down the slope!)

Thanks for reading.

kevin Strain, Aidan Wardle, Morven 
Campbell and Niamh Peddie

During Primary 5 we have been 
studying the Romans. At the end 
of our project we decided to have 

a feast. We had to do lots of preparation 
such as researching Food and Fashion, the 
Army, Technology and Sport and Leisure. 

In order to raise some money to buy 
the food and items for our Feast we got 
permission to have a snack stall, selling 
chocolate crispies, popcorn and fruit salad 
to all the classes, including the nursery.

 We decided to perform two plays as 
entertainment called The Warrior Queen 
and Julius Caesar (Act 3 Scene 1). The 
Warrior Queen is a short musical about 
the Romans invading Celtic land. In our 
Shakespeare play Caesar is betrayed by his 
closest followers and stabbed.

When Roman Feast Day (April 1st) 
finally came we were very excited and 
nervous because all our hard work was on 
display.

We had invited the parents to our feast. 
To entertain them we 
performed our plays and 
we also showed our group 
PowerPoint presentations 
and models. 

Our parents all 
enjoyed it (hopefully) and 
we did too, especially the 
food!

P5 roman Feast

Left, Romans invade Celtic 
lands and below, Julius 
Caesar gets the treatment 
from fellow Romans who 
seem to be enjoying the 
opportunity.

technology challenge 
For Primary 6

Lucy Clark and Amy Waugh work on their vehicle 
that will carry the egg. See below.

The mower, cutting the grass on the 
school field in April, got bogged 
down in the mud and a tractor had 

to be brought in to tow it out.
The picture shows the problem with 

creating a multi-use games area (MUGA) 
as a lot of money will be needed to sort 
out the drainage, making the project very 
expensive. The other difficulty is that 
funders consider drainage of a school field 
to be the responsibility of the Council.

Some money has been raised on two 
occasions in the past but the full total 
could not be reached and the funds were 
lost. See the article by the Parent Council 
on page 25.

Bogged down

Well done, Isobel Gray, for winning a schools’ 
internet quiz. The prize was a private viewing 
for P5 of the film The Water Horse at the 
McRoberts Theatre. The question was, ‘What 
is the real name of Robinson Crusoe?’ 

P5 viSiT A MOSque


